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POWNAL TANNERY SUPERFUND SITE 
NORTH POWNAL, VERMONT 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is currently conducting a remedial action at the 
Pownal Tannery Superfund hazardous waste site in North Pownal, Vermont (the "Site"). This 
Community Relations Plan identifies issues of community concern and outlines planned EPA activities 
to address the site-related informational needs of the North Pownal area. The goal of the community 
relations plan for this area is: 1) to help the public understand the activities being undertaken at the 
Site and why such measures are to be undertaken; and 2) to assist the public in their understanding of 
Site conditions in order to exercise a voice in EPA decisions regarding how to address the risks posed 
by the Site. 

This document is designed for use by both the public and agency personnel working on the Site. The 
EPA is conducting the cleanup of the Site. It is intended that the agencies involved in this remedial 
action use this report to better understand and respond to community issues, needs, and concerns. 
Citizens are encouraged to use this report to learn whether their particular concerns have been noted 
by the EPA and how to become informed and involved during the remedial action to address 
contamination at the Site. 

The information in this plan is based primarily on discussions conducted in North Pownal with area 
residents and town officials on September 11,2003, as well as observations made through less formal 
interviews and conversations with local residents and town officials in the fall of 2003. In general, the 
community is aware of the Site and EPA's activities. Many local residents have lived in Pownal for 
many years and are knowledgeable about tannery operations and some of the tannery disposal 
practices. Many local residents have previously relayed stories of working in the tannery, and of 
other information about how the tannery operated, including how waste was handled and disposed. 

Citizens or others with concerns not noted in this report are encouraged to contact the EPA at the 
address and telephone numbers listed in Appendix A of this document. 

This report is organized as follows: 

• Site Description 
• Community Profile 
• Community Involvement and Concerns 
• Objectives of this Community Relations Program 
• Planned Community Relations Activities 
• Timing of Community Relations Activities 
• Appendix A: List of Contacts and Interested Parties 
• Appendix B: Information Repository and Suggested Meeting Location 
• Appendix C: Newspaper Articles Pertaining to the Site 
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Site Description 

Figure 1 shows the location of the Pownal Tannery Site, located on State Route 346 in the Town of 
North Pownal, Bennington County, Vermont. The Site consists of two properties. The southern 
property contains the former tannery buildings and the nearby sludge lagoons, and occupies 
approximately 30 acres. This property has frontage on State Route 346 to the south, and is bordered 
by the Hoosic River to the west, railroad tracks and a residential area to the east, and cornfields to the 
north. The property includes five lagoons, several former tannery buildings, and a warehouse. A 
landfill was constructed on the second property, located one-half mile south of the tannery process 
building and was used by the tannery to receive sludge from the tannery and lagoons. 

The Pownal Tanning Company operated the facility from approximately 1935 until 1988 when it filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 1987 and ceased operations. The tanning of cow and sheep hides used 
a variety of processes to remove the animal fats and tissues from the hides, and to prepare the hides 
for tanning, coloring, and finishing. From approximately 1937 until 1962, untreated tanning process 
wastewater was discharged directly into the Hoosic River via trenches in the basement of the tannery 
building complex. A separate process building and lagoon system were constructed during the period 
from 1962 through 1971, to receive and provide limited physical treatment of the tannery waste 
water. In 1982, a State permitted, lined landfill was constructed on the smaller property to receive 
dewatered sludge from the lagoons. The landfill was partially covered. In 1983, a portion of the 
lagoons was covered. 

A final Site investigation to identify the full nature and extent of site contamination, known as the 
Remedial Investigation (RI) and a study to identify potential options for addressing contamination at 
the Site, known as the Feasibility Study (FS), was completed in July 2002. A plan detailing EPA's 
preferred alternative to address Site contamination and potential exposure risks was presented to the 
community in a Proposed Plan for formal public comment in Summer of 2002 and EPA issued their 
selected cleanup alternative in the Record of Decision, dated September 2002. 

Cleanup activities on the site were initiated in September 2003, and will continue through September 
2004. The cleanup will consist of a large excavation effort to remove up to 10 feet of tannery sludge 
from two of the lagoons. The sludge will be blended with inert materials that will absorb moisture 
and strengthen the material so that it can be placed in a lined landfill on the site, where it will be 
covered with a solid waste cap. 

Community Profile 

North Pownal is not separately incorporated, but is part of the town of Pownal, Vermont. Pownal 
was incorporated in 1767. In the 2000 U.S. Census, the population of North Pownal was determined 
to be 3,560. 
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The Town has a few small industrial businesses, and several private and commercial farms that 
produce milk, fruits and vegetables are located in the Town. Local educational institutions include 
only one grammar school (K-6). The middle school and high school are located in Bennington, 
Vermont. 

North Pownal is governed by a Select Board of five members. Three of the Select Board are elected 
for three year terms, on a rotating basis (i.e. one three year term is elected each year), and the other 
two members are elected annually for one year terms. The Select Board has governing authority for 
the Town, and all budgetary decisions are subject to Select Board approval. All appointments to local 
boards are also made by the Select Board. 

Community Involvement and Concerns 

Bennington County has had significant community exposure to Superfund Site cleanups over the past 
several years since there are three other Superfund sites located nearby in the Town of Bennington, 
Vermont (Bennington Landfill, Tansitor Electronics, and Burgess Brothers). 

In 1998 when EPA last conducted formal community interviews, interest and concern over the 
Pownal Tannery Superfund Site was relatively high. EPA has held a number of public meetings at the 
site since it was added to the National Priorities List (1998). EPA also produced several Fact Sheets 
during this time period to aid in keeping the community informed about site plans and activities. 

Since 1998, a number of citizen concerns related to the building and landfill have been addressed, 
through a Non-Time Critical Removal Action conducted at the Site. 

Nevertheless, community interest and concern remains high at the site. In 1999, the Town of Pownal 
was awarded approximately a $100,000 grant from EPA to evaluate redevelopment opportunities at 
the site, after cleanup is accomplished. The Town quickly formed a Reuse Committee, comprised of 
local residents and town officials, to guide the site evaluation. The Town then hired a planning 
consultant to carry out the details of the evaluation, and that project is ongoing. 

Despite the various cleanup activities conducted by EPA to address the contamination in the 
abandoned buildings and the landfill (Time Critical Removal Action completed by EPA in 1994, and 
Non-Time Critical Removal Action completed in December 2000) community concern at the site is 
still high, as the lagoons, ground water, and the Hoosic River impacts have not yet been assessed. 

A summary of the current citizen and Town concerns is presented below. 

Town Reuse of the Site 

• The Town is interested in using the Site for a beneficial purpose once the contamination is 
addressed. Towards that end, the Town received a $100,000 grant from EPA to study 
potential plans for reuse of the Site. The primary Site use being considered by the Town is 
for construction of a new waste water treatment plant to alleviate the current condition of 
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direct sewage discharge to the river. Additional reuse plans may include nature trails, athletic 
fields and other recreational uses that may involve access to the river. 

Public Health & Safety Issues 

• During the time period when the tannery was operating (the tannery closed in 1987), odors 
from the facility were noticeable and objectionable. Once the plant operation ceased, the odor 
problem reduced significantly. 

• Some residents have expressed health concerns over the quality of their water, since there is 
no public water supply, and all water used by local residents is from private water wells. 

• One major concern in the Town is the discharge of raw sewage directly into the Hoosic River. 
There is at least one open sewage discharge to the Hoosic River contained within the Site 
boundary. 

Security 

• Town residents and officials previously raised issues about site security, as the Site was not 
fenced and there were no signs posted to indicate that the area contained hazardous 
chemicals. This issue has been largely addressed in the Landfill and former Tannery building 
areas through EPA's recent removal efforts. The Lagoon area is partially fenced, and vehicle 
access is restricted by a locked gate, though small off-road vehicles can still gain access in 
places. The perimeter of the lagoon area is posted with signs indicating the presence of 
hazardous wastes. 

• Trespassing continues to be a problem in the lagoon area, as local residents use the area for a 
variety of recreational purposes including hunting, fishing and off-road motoring. 

Objectives of this Community Relations Program 

The EPA has developed a focused community relations program to address the needs of the North 
Pownal community expressed during the interviews. A guiding principle of all community relations 
activities will be to keep communications as simple and direct as possible, while still providing 
sufficient information for people to fully understand what is happening at the Site. The EPA will seek 
to educate local residents of the activities occurring at the Site, the purpose of these activities, and 
regarding the Superfund process. 

The EPA will work closely with local contacts where possible, to monitor changes in community 
concern and to adjust this community relations program as needed. 
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Planned Community Relations Activities 

The following EPA activities to inform and involve those interested in the Pownal Tannery Site 
include actions required by the Superfund law and activities developed specifically to respond to the 
interests expressed during interviews with community members. 

Establish Information Contacts: 

The EPA has named the individuals listed below as contacts for Site information. 

Leslie McVickar 
EPA - New England, Region 1 
1 Congress Street 
Suite 1100 
Boston, MA 02114-2023 
(617)918-1374 

and 

Sarah White 
EPA - New England, Region 1 
1 Congress Street 
Suite 1100 
Boston, MA 02114-2023 
(617)918-1026 

and 

Pamela Harting-Barrat 
EPA - New England, Region 1 
1 Congress Street 
Suite 1100 
Boston, MA 02114-2023 
(617)918-1318 

and 

Brian Woods 
Vermont Agency for Natural Resources 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
103 S. Main Street, West Building 
Waterbury, Vermont 05671 
(802) 241-3885 
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The EPA will include the names and phone numbers of these contacts in all public informational 
documents and news releases. 

Establish and Maintain Information Repositories 

The EPA will send fact sheets, technical summaries, site reports, general Superfund information and 
other Site related material to the information repository in North Pownal, Vermont and Boston, 
Massachusetts to insure information is readily available to all interested parties. The EPA has 
established information repositories at the North Pownal Public Library, as well as at the EPA 
Records Center in Boston. The address, telephone number, and hours of operation are listed in 
Appendix B. The information repository will be maintained for the duration of Superfund related 
activities and information will be added as it becomes available. Many of these documents can be 
viewed or downloaded from the EPA website: 

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/npl/vt.htm#BENNINGTON 

Maintain a Site Mailing List 

The EPA will include all interested officials, residents, community groups, and news media outlets 
serving the North Pownal area on a site mailing list. To promote the widest possible outreach to 
interested parties, the EPA will mail all fact sheets, news releases, and other site-related information 
to everyone on the mailing list. The EPA will update the mailing list to include anyone who provides 
their name and address on sign-in sheets posted at the entrance to public meetings and information 
sessions concerning the site. Additionally, fact sheets will include a "coupon" to return to the EPA 
for those individuals wanting to be added or deleted from the mailing list. Those wanting to be added 
to the list can also write or call one of the contacts listed in Appendix A. 

Issue News Releases 

The EPA will issue press releases to the news media and to those on the site mailing list to announce 
public meetings, public comment periods, initiation of phases of site work, results of site 
investigations, the release of reports, and EPA decisions on how to proceed at the Site. 

Prepare and Distribute Fact Sheets. The EPA will issue fact sheets as needed to provide 
information on the investigation and cleanup of the site, as well as to answer questions raised on any 
topic of particular concern to the community regarding the investigation and method to address 
contamination. 

The EPA will produce additional fact sheets if an issue of concern arises that would best be addressed 
by a fact sheet, which can be more comprehensive than a one or two page press release. 

While every attempt will be made to minimize the use of technical terminology, some technical and 
regulatory language will be used to help the reader understand the process and participate by 
commenting on EPA proposals. The EPA will define any technical or other Superfund specific terms 
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used. The EPA encourages readers to call or write to the EPA with any questions or comments on 
the content or readability of informational fact sheets. 

Public Meetings 

EPA plans to brief the Select Board on a periodic basis as remedial activities progress. 
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APPENDIX A


OFFICIALS, KEY CONTACTS, AND

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES 



A. Federal Elected Officials 

1. Honorable James M. Jeffords 
Member, United States Senate 
728 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202)224-5141 

2. Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Member, United States Senate 
433 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 224-4242 

3. Honorable Bernard Sanders 
Member, House of Representatives 
2202 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202)225-4115 

B. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1. Leslie McVickar 
Remedial Project Manager 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (HBT) 
Boston, MA 02203-2211 
(617)918-1374 

2. Sarah White 
Community Relations Coordinator 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (RAA) 
Boston, MA 02203-2211 
(617)918-1026 

C. State Elected Officials 

1. Shepard, Mark L. (State Senator) 
6 Polygraphic Lane 
North Bennington, VT 05257 
(802) 447-7322 



2. Sears, Richard W. (State Senator) 
343 Matteson Road 
North Bennington, VT 05257 
(802) 442-9139 

3. Bostow, Bill (State Congressman) 
1225 South Stream Road 
Pownal, VT 05201 
(802) 447-7717 

D. Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 

1. Brian Woods 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
103 South Main Street, West Building 
Waterbury, VT 05671-0301 
(802) 241-3885 

E. Local Officials 

1. Nelson Brownell, Select Board Chairman 
P.O. Box 411 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 

2. Harry Percey, Select Board Member 
P.O. Box 411 
North Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 

3. Don Prouty, Select Board Member 
P.O. Box 411 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 

4. Marilyn Gardner, Select Board Member 
P.O. Box 411 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 



5. Harold Marshall, Select Board Member 
P.O. Box 411 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 

6. Bill Hayes, Forest Warden 
1945 Maple Grove Road 
Bennington, VT 05201 
(802) 442-4023 

7. Vacant, Health Agent 
P.O. Box 411 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 

8. James Gilbert, Health Officer 
P.O. Box 411 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 

9. Craig O'Dell, Chief, Pownal Fire Department 
P.O. Box A 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802)823-7757 



APPENDIX B


INFORMATION REPOSITORY AND

SUGGESTED MEETING LOCATION




A. Information Repository 

1. Solomon Wright Public Library 
Main Street 
PO Box 400 
Pownal, VT 05261 
(802) 823-5400 

Hours: 
Monday, 6:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, 6:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2. Records Center 
EPA - New England, Region 1 
1 Congress Street 
Boston, MA 02114 
(617) 573-5729 

Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

B. Suggested Meeting Location 

1. Pownal Elementary School 
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is 1994 

j ^ accelerating tannery cleanup 
Former Pownal Tanning Co. already designated Superfund sit 
Jy DAVID WILLIAMS tions of serious groundwaier con-
Ipedar  t a The Transcript , tamination remains unanswered. 

POWNAL — The former Pow- j The Superfund, a federal pro
lal Tanning Co. has been accepted j gram supervised by the EPA, re-
or accelerated cleanup under the i quires the use of matching funds. ,/j(Continuedfcoj&page 1)
J.S. Environmental Protection . While the Superfund pays 90 per-
Agency's Superfund, according to cent of the costs associated with .nijjig from the tannery property is 
late and local officials. the cleanup, the state bears respon- uncertain, but'increasingly unlikefy 

This means the site, originally sibility for the remaining 10 per- given the prooiena remaining, • 

cheduled for a potentially lengthy cent. ' .There nsnams t number of 

leanup, will be dealt with by fed- The money is already available dwellings in North Pownal origi

ral authorities much sooner. The for Vermont's share of the expens- nally constructed for the use of tan-

late remains responsible for a por- es. The state will use about S360,- nery workers. According to state 

on of the cleanup costs. 000 obtained in judgmcni against \ documents, u least 10 of these 

Since the closing of the mill and houses are straight-lining, or dis-

n associated power generating fa- • former owners as ihc state's por- charging household sewage direct
ly into the Hoosac River. Accordility about four years ago. the • tfon of cleanup expenses^ Vcr- ing to .assistant health officerropcrtics, located on the banks of i piotil's. Agency .of,Natural Re-' Melody. Omnavan,*there may be an•u Hoosac River, have been in a •• sburccs'currently controls the mon

ipidly deteriorating state. There cyVwHich' has boon collecting inter-
additional IU ^ « ^  . * *•' 

Phillips has'sated his agency:mam serious problems with the est sincc'ihc original judgment on will investigate.the other dwellingsroperty' despite £ partial cleanup 
jpervised by EPA Superfund pcr- NovilO. 1992. - . - ' .  , . . when the weather permits. 
>rmcl last spring. " :• Originally, in a public hearing In addition, the tannery original-
During the preliminary cleanup, off.Scm. 2, 1993, Richard Phillips, ly supplied water through its own 

water system to at least some em-Lirfcls apparently containing inls director orcnforccrhcnl for the Di-
til solvents were removed from vision of Natural Resources, sug- ployee , dwellings. .That system, 

now the Pownal Water Co., cur-ic I9ih century structure, and cun- gested the settlement might be di
incrs of what was apparently un- verted to other uses. Town minutes rently supplies, its customers direct
ahlc SfiJy/TU. n»»n*_(««plnfL»rl-fv;ar-'- quote. Phillips as saying, "The de- ly from.an open reservoir, without 

/ . While most entrances have partment has been considering oth- treatment of any kind. 

:cn-boarded up and notices of as- j er priorities for its use." . According to Cannavan, the wa

istos 'contamination posted,.,; jjnft1 possibility the funds could ter has been under an "order to 

Tain-link fences sag in places,"' be diverted to other uses was given boil" sincc'at least 1992, and can 

ost windows are broken and there "impetus when Pownal selectmen be legally classified as ".unusable 

at least one gaping hole in a wall failed to'file a timely application for any purpose." .Residents have 

rge enough for a child to enter. •for the funds to be used locally. at limes had tree bark and other de-

The tannery during operation The situation was apparently re- bris delivered through household 

lecialized in the chrome tanning solved when Gov. Howard Dean faucets. Residents on the system 

sheepskins. In similar opera- sided with local usage of the funds arc attempting to form a (ire dis-

ins, the standard method of in a letter of Feb. 25,1994. trict to supply potable water. Since 

irome tanning involves the use of Whether there will remain funds ownership of the system has passed 
on, any funds remaining after thelustics for the removal of the ib repair other deficiencies stem- cleanup are unlikely to be used loool and the use of Chromium for See Superfund Page 8 alleviate the problem.e tanning process itself. Chromi

n is t toxic heavy metiL Despite A date has not yet been set for 
tc fact the tanning operation ap- final cleanup to begin. As with pre
treatly dumped its refuse, chemi- liminary work, the EPA is expected 
tijfbd otherwise into open "la- to bring in its own workers to com
xms" near Dean Road, the ques- plete the job. 
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Wood pellet manufacturer eyes tannery

JAMES THERRIEN 
BANNER STAFF WRITER 

POWNAL - The owner of a 
wood pellet manufacturing 
business in Adams, Mass., is 
taking a second look at the 
former Pownal Tanning Co. site 
for possible expansion of his 
company. 

Averiil Cook of Williamstown, 
Mass., owner of Catamount 
Pellet Fuel Co., said this week 
that. ho is exploring the North 
Pownal site and availability of 
any federal or state assistance 
for locating a business there. 

After razing most or all of the 
existing mill structures at the 
site, Cook said his firm would 
likely construct new buildings 
and seek to use the existing 
hydropower facility to power the 
manufacturing operation. 

The tolal cost, including raz
ing the former tannery mill 
structures and dealing with any 
hazardous waste problems, 
•would "cost a couple of million 
dollars to really make a viable 
business," Cook estimated. 

The hazardous waste problems 
"are not insurmountable;" Cook 
said, referring to the on-site 
buried tanning wastes and wastes 

inside the factory buildings. The 
property has been the site of 
testing by the federal Environ
mental Protection Agency, which 
is considering placing it on the 
hazardous waste Supcrfund 
cleanup list, and the state Age
ncy of Natural Resources. 

Boston & Maine Railroad lines 
near the factory and Route 346 
make the site desirable from a 
shipping and receiving stand
point, Cook said. 

The Catamount Pellet Fuel 
Co. takes waste wood, card
board and papers and presses it 
into pellets that can be used like 

coal as a fuel. Cook looked at 
sites in Pownal, including the 
Northeast Wood Products site 
and the former tannery, before 
establishing his Adams factory in 
an industrial park at ĥe former 
Arnold Print Works site off 
Route 8. 

The former tannery closed in 
bankruptcy in 1989. The 
grounds, buildings, some of 
which date back to textile oper
ations in the 19th century, and a 
waste treatment and sludge 
dumping site, have been the tar
get of investigations by envi
ronmental agencies. 

lawful restraint' and custodial in
terference, and misdemeanor 
charges of domestic assault, vio
lation of an abuse prevention 
order and contempt of court af
ter police said he struck a family 
member, locked her in a room 
and took their child without 
permission on Saturday. 

Police said the alleged victim 
had obtained a restraining order 
against Maguire in August, His 
bail was set at $5,000 and he was 
lodged at Rutland Correctional 
Center. 

Police blotter 

FOR THE RECORD

Weather 
Today, morning rain turning, to 
afternoon showers. High: 60. 
Tonight, showers. Low: 42. 
Tomorrow, cloudy. High: 50. 

For updates call 362-2000. 

Hospital 
Sunday, Oct. 30 
Admissions 

Virginia Browe of Bennington. 
Monday, Oct. 31 

Admissions 
Mary Lou Albert of Benning

ton, Anna Mears of Bennington, 
Francis Smith of Granville? 
N.Y., Robin Wilson of North 

BENNINGTON - Benning
ton County VFW Post 1332 has 
announced that the state service 
officer of the Veterans of For
eign Wars will be at their post 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, from 9 to 
11:30 p.m., to assist veterans 
and their dependants in VA re
lated entitlements. 

Meetings 
TUESDAY 
Shaftsbury School Board 
Where: Shaftsbury school 
When: Nov. 1, 7 p.m. 
On the agenda: Re-warning of 
bond issue, regular business. 

4-0-4 

WlnFour 
1-9-9-0 
CONCORD, N.H.

Here are the winning
selected Monday in

 (AP) 
 numbers 

 the daily 
New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Maine lotteries: 
Pick 3 

9-2-6 
Pick 4 

5-9-7-1 

Court record 
BENNINGTON - Yesterday 

in Vermont District Court: 
Aimee M.F. St. Hilaire, 19, of 

Hoosick, N.Y., Harry Cipperly Pownal, pleaded not guilty to a 
of Hoosick Falls, N.Y. Arlington Select Board felony charge of driving to en-
Discbarges . Where: Fisher School danger on Aug. 18 when police 

Gertrude Butler of Benning- When: Nov 1, 7:30 p.m. said she was driving too fast for 
ton, Karen Gosselin and son of On the agenda: Informational road conditions and caused an 
Bennington, Helen Mentiply of hearing for ballot. accident that caused the deaths 
« d F l l t  f .Y. TUh pf_Maria_Green and Brandy 

Teen-ager is struck 
by car on School Street 

BENNINGTON - Police are ThU hitchhiker 1 

investigating a car/pedestrian Kathleen Mills, o 

accident that occurred yesterday 
on School Street, 
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(AP)—.State offi* Mock down the dec pepit old tan-

luted industrial site in Po'wnal from timbers are said to b  : soaked with si t  e underwen t a .5700,000 [ 
going -on the U.S. Environmental-•'•toxins— and build a nodern plant. emergencycleariugby the EPA last p
Protection Agency's Superfund list. The tannery and $s toxin-filled" year, but much remains to be done, j 

"If I let that thing -go 
Superfund lislv i t 'd. be .15- -ryeari.-1 

before we could get it cleaned up 
and redeveloped,™ .Goy. Howard 
Dean said. "If;we're ever going to 
get jobs in Pbwnal, the. tannery is 
one of the few 'places• it. 'could'•'. 
happen.". .- • ... 'J:- •:•'.•• ••'•;•.:-f*n£'-"*-. -

Tne governor said he preferred to": 
have the state :supervise;this-;clean-',-
ing, although ;he>•still.̂ wanfcsr.the.!: 
federal governmenti-ta< shareythe

:cost • • - : v*; •*J;;*v..*i: 
, A:-• Connecticut • developer;; rlaa-: 

Exman.ihas bought.the: mortgage-
on ' the-:.840raiae" Pownal-.̂ Tannihg-. 
Co. property from the First;Natiotij;-
al Bank of BostoQiiforvaxi'tunclisj: 
clo^d^u 
the.'towh 
taxes,-.:>. 

He is gg 
state and federal enviionmentalfjof-:. 
ficials over who. will pay for the 
cleanup. Under :a'.new EP^. • in-^ 
itiative, the agency can*-j3ease 
Exman from-some or.:allvof the 
liability for cleanup costs so-he can 
take possession of the piopertyand 
build .something-new there.. :••'.; rhs 

Exman'said he wouldr probably 
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PO\yNAL"(AP) _~Po#ial tannery
are lobbying tojceep ai - . • ' • : • / • * ' .  . « • - ? ; " • . - ' - • ••-£••:•?• .-. • . " . - *•;•** 

- . " The Associated Press • -witn: state and ^fcierabenyiron^1 dustci^J sitean^ownarfrqmgoiiig 
. •; mental officials*over whoiiftilj'' otixhe U.S. Environtnental.Prb'tec: 

. •.-POWNAL.—State .ofripials;;;^ay-.for the cleanup.-Unde|^. tion Ageric/s Superfund list.' ?-:.^ 
.are lobbying to iceep.a-Iir|i'"^pd'VJ—~i" c ° *  ' •'~<'»:nViivi'.f̂ l nn^^t "̂If I let.that thing go ori the Su'-
industrial perfund.list, it'd be 15 years before 
going we could get" it cleaned'-dp)'and're: 
tal Protect; developed," Gov.' Howard-.;p;#a.n' 

said^ "If we're ever goirig.;̂ > get j'bbs fund list. ;- 'V •. -.'•••,: ' of -ihe property "and-, build some£ in Pbwn^l.^he tanner^/is one "of
' •' "If Met that thing go on the. thing newahere,vi: •. ? • :.>yXi the few places it could happen.":'-"•:' 

• Superfund list, i t 'dbe ' 15 years. • • Exraah said-he^would proba-v .The governor said he prefeited to 
before*1we"^6uld'-get*it;cleanedf -bly knpck .dowhls..the;'.tannery.: have the state supervise the clean
up and redeveloped," " Gov:1-1 'building — its bricks' and timb- ing, although'he still wants the'fed-
Howard Dean" said. "If we're ers are said-to .be soaked .with eral government to share the'-cbstj "r-
ever going to get jobs in Pow- toxins— and build a modem- ' A- Connecticut developer.'.jan 
nal, the tannery" is one of the. plant. • ' ' • • ' '•• • Exman, has bought the mortgage 
few places it could happen.". • The tannery and: its. toxinr. on the 840-acre Pownal Tanning 

The governor.said .he pre- filled landfill ancLsludge lagoons .Co. property from the .First ;Na-
"tional.'.Bank-of Boston for an uhclis -̂. • 

ferred to have ,thei:
:state super-.- sit on the b&dks'uof- the Hoosib 

closed sum, and is negotiating "with" •River.. The i i te  ! vise .the cleaning, .although; he, „_ .„_„  , .. ••-,-•.. the. town-on' a settlement for back ;.' 
stiHwants'the. federal .govern- ' $700 000. emergency cleanup by t a x e s  . • • _ • ' • •_ "• •" / •, .••_'-" ••'•;'.<. ' 

. .-.- . • ' • • • . . ; • . • • » ' • ° • • • • • the E P  A l a s t y e a r , but'much He is .also beginning talks, with;-.-^ 
irient to share 'the cost. remains to be done;; 

A Connecticut. :developer;, ], '_- £ p  A ,site ̂ manager 
jstate and federal envirbnniental-.&f:,-. 

Jan . Exmaii, has "..bought the:  ̂ ^ i d  h bil 
g ^ ficials over who 'w.ill-pay.-fof:-tfieV--

mortgage on1 the,.8407acre .the sbils around the./ cleanup. Under a' hew^EPA'initia-' 
tive, the agency can release Exriiah1. .a r  e mjnal. Tanning Co;-property from.;';; from some or all of the liability for 

^L ;something.new there:;-..:/; vi.r, 
' v :Exman',.said h'e^would-proba'ljl^-;' asettlement for back taxes.";. ' ' .exten t of. the.'cbntamin.atto'ii.^li. l̂iC

 -knock down the iecrepit old rtaiH f̂. He.:is' also. beginning ,talks= ;the;-site, he said..;;;': •. • .,;.?'"'""' '•*" •
•riery building1— its'bricks and tim-': 
bers are said to be soaked with'tox-i 
ins — and build a modem.plant:.^ 

The tannery arid its-Wfn-fiU«f' 
landfill.and sludge lagoons sit oi '̂ 
the banks of the Hopsic River. The" 
site underwent-a.$700,000 em0?' 
gency cleanup by the' EPA fas£ 
year, but much remains to be done,';' 

. EPA site manager Terry Conolly", 
•said the soils around the plant are 
full of.lead;-chromium, organic sol
vents, petroleum distillates a'nd low. 
levels of dioxins — not unusualfor 
a tannery. The EPA intends to 
study the extent of the contamina
tion at tlie site, he said. 
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or if p>vilal 

"ing "on -the'U.S.' 'Environmental1"••• man^Irbm some'or all of theliabit 
Protection Agency's Superfund . Hy for.cleanup;cpsts.:sohfe.can:take 
list.; ';••• ' ' ;  „ = • '••• • -v possession of.Tthevjproperty and 

V.If.I let "th'aj-.ttiing go on the- bvtii somethingnewtfiere.  ( .  „ 
.Superfund list,' it'd'.be .15' years ".";" '\EXman" said'he'wbuld" probably 
beforeVWe'cbuldgelU cleaned up'; "knock' down tKe decrepit oldt^ri-

:and redeveloped,': "Gov.:; Howard'••''nery-:building;. - Its.ibricks-.and 
Dean said. "If wesre ever .going to • 'timbers are said to bespakediwith 

an<*get jobs in.Pownal, the-tanneryis r.'-^0*^ ~  build a modem 
one of the fewf places it could hap-:: .plant: . . . . • . , , .  . 
pen." ' " :••. ".""" '"". " '.The tannery and its toxin-filled 

The' governor said hepreierred landfill and siudge. lagoons • sit :6n 
to: have"'the state supervise i.the":'the.'bahks.oWhe;HoosicItiver. The 
clea>dngi;a.ltliough he still"grants -site ..underwent.va/?700,00p-emer-

, the. federal goVeipment to-share • gency cleanup by = tW ERA. last 
'thecqst. ,'., ' , ,  . v, - . V  I '.. year, .but" muchvremains /tofbe 

:A ̂ Connecticut Jdevelbper,c Jan. done;. ; " ' l //*,*"*"••.•'";'* . 
Exmati,;has Bought'tKe mortgage" : ;EPA-si te 'man^eri'Terry-Con-
• on • the1 -M0-a.bre>Pdwii'al^Tanriihg1 ;•- o l^saidth  e soils'a'rbutidithe'; plant 
Co. prgperty- fromjth"e:JFirst -.Na-l- ?are:;)[ullj of,.7leadycchrp,rnium, ror-' 
^tionaLBank .of-Boston for-an.un-^" ^"anic^olvents, ^petroleum, .di 
disclosed,sum, 5arid ris..negotiating lates.and low,levels,of J-—~ 

aWith"ttlC**mi^n*^^  'co'tfiomAnf'fnr 

A He"fe;alsio^giil^g/rteUK^th vtfie\contaminatioa at-ihe/sitejihe 
sa  ̂  

3i j 
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Z2 11=30 FROM UT HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

t'1' I;-

„ / " '  . ••!••• 
• ! • i . 

Po
s 

0 they po$€ to • .-..the environment. 
o . ,_.., . =,,,..,... . ..:,- . • Woods said the deasiop £?helheS to. 

I « pdlj^rAli''i— CohcernecL^ia^ the, P^** * f̂ tannery; on ttie Supernmd 
-z 0 f fom^;Pown^;i^ery'baylbVd^rlis t 'ja'ffi&jjf'M.;3«pena.;«port.fte 

\ p slarea-'a^uperfurid.'.site, st^ite of- "suite ofreanediea" that are;p«>-
= -•—»-•• — - — • — • - J . 1 . ^ * T  T ' .TSJ—•—:_• . p o s e t i a n d t h e i r c o s t . • . • ' ' . L . 

"What the-state is looking fprris 
1 j., if | streaodiEfi 1 an. a'gi^em^zit with the EPA |£hat 

helpiedeveioi the ;«te,:. if i^s listed, will m^  e 
;., ̂ ^:l3nnery,;.whi.efc Ji^ljesidie. through the Supeffund process U a 
I>UC U . u y 4 l V > u r  ̂  ^ l i e  u W*J<JtPJ-fiVH^ Ctu •>'• tff 71 J: -*VC*".V"'r*1-•?**•*- M«**i*^. . UOfclJjig 

l - v i ^ l k E ^ /  * •'••:' ;;emei:g6n>y ^bni't ^ct;as;an;in.pedime.nttoiany . t JB 
;;,--^Ba^ri5:hvI^:EQf«Kimr :J. "• • ;••.;•• ;c leai i j ip py"  potential redevelopment," said 

1i . kurdiof certainty into the Superiund 
••  " : • • • - ^  ̂  ^ added: : : -W«Ve!t ty- . 

\f\ .- way^ offetrearniiriing the process! at % s ' thW paVticiiipT aife and we're try|pg o a :^afr^jerc^<whic^:iS^tel9ctiaen ' 'Qge$ t3\eni; Sivdhred' in; the Potena- s 3 I -;hSve abiigiit' fofyearai JhasJ-takeo. o». tial tcdsyplogment 'of porttoas .̂of 
. Jhis properft1''. ̂ Tbey1 haye 'a .nat>on-

:a "'wj^1;^^y^^n^etit'initia!tive l^id 
X 

^they're^ry; anxious to be invol^d 
' jS'prbjectathat are snicoesises." 

, . . ^^ fctso It c îi per-• williiignessto jnyest'ihbre time and 5moriey'on the tannery is an encQur-
•.ta6n;*%drK^%c«)rdHigi?:to: • Brian a g i n g 3 ^ ' : " ' . V ' .  " • .• ' 2 

; ,Wo^^^46^^ate|ials spe-•'•••' TWrrivJIly; withfields "tight, ttey 
. would-be very, reluctant to dext&t 
','resourceVto a site that's not on'tht 

iieEPAs;i^nieaiaaivis.op?will aai
nniiie,:what chemicals• remain 

land, v 
._—,. case, becaufie of the potential the bulk of tho cleanup," with the lauij KoBtkft'Chure 
fjwdevelopineat issue and tho poten- state contributing 10 percent of the Wariocha, pastor, 
-.-lial for success they might see there -cost, according to Woods, ebrant was the Re 

— and alao because they see it as an The tannery became1 an "or-
pasforofSt. Bridget 

Burial foUowe' 
.^opportunity for good things to hap- • phaned site" after the Pownal Tan7.y<S>pn environmentally ~ they're teriy. 

niiig Co. declared bankruptcy and Ministers of tbe 
a(ftiUing to step forward to do some of shut down operations in.1088, ac- Czachor and Alex Bi.Jitus work .event before the'KPLliat- cording to Woods. In 1992, the comi Organist was Bor 
^«tg::And that's a good. sign. It shows panyla corporate officers agreed to Bea?arfl 'were S 
wtkat they are interested in a way pay!, the. state $870,000 towards Caatletofl, Eaymor 
*£hey noijnally wouldn't be." cte&ning up the property; 

JaWihowHki anid P 
Rutland; Michael'p ^ rMiW o -lo"*We think .we can come to some The settlement capped a five-year Pfet^rMiWfEt The prayef gervii 

kind of: understanding," Woods effort to force tie company and its day in Muflin-Clififo 
executives to take responsibility for 

i j  f the tannery makes the Super- the illegal dumping of hazardous Maria ̂  
Tiind list, then the EPA will pay for wastee. WALLTNGPORD 

service for Maria \ 
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 ^ at tannery 
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DAILY 11,117


FRIDAY . Engineers advrise isdevdopnait 
JAN 3 1 1997 and reuse afNorth Pownal site 

uSSoo n  l Jon 

8 
Board next month to dis-

gram. U  c dead
fud been «  

b  e codd proceed with ihe tannery 
evduuion. ' 
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Pownal to seek legal advice on tannery

p . . i - r i . . . . . — _ ^ " ^ 
By ERNESTO A. BURDEN 

• The town will use money from Maaeson offered to map out aWorth Adams Transcript its community development strategic plan of action for the 
grant to pay for the services and board.

POWNAL, VL — Lance Mat- will not spend more than $10 , - . "At least we have Ihe engi
eson, executive director of the 000. neering report and several inter
lennington County Industrial "The 55,000 to $10,000 range ested parties are inquiring aboutlorporation, met with the Board is realistic," Maueson told the , the property," he noted. "Weif Selectmen Thursday night to board. "You want to get yourecommend what steps the town money's worth, and you want 

have some of the legal pieces of 
hould lake regarding the- Nonh them to have some experience'ownal Tannery site. with this issue." 

the puzzle, although we don't 
A structural evaluation re- have all of them yet. We may 
led that at least one of the taa- H e board hopes to attain a have something from the EPA 

j buildings must be demol- comprehensive written report this summer. At least we'll Save" 
ihedd soon and recommended from the legal advisers, which something informal She 
alvaging the other two. But clarifies the implications of hold- "This isjo^jjve the town and 

E learning the results of the 
ing a tax sale and assuming town the Select Beard an idea of the 

in January, the board has 
ownership of the property. choices... what are the options?" 

unsure how to proceed. Presently, John Flynn and The town has not received any 
Stale officials recently sag- Sons, Inc. hold the deed to the ' conclusive reports from the Envi

tannery, and Connecticut busissted the board seek legal ad- nessman Jan Exman has the 
ronmental Protection Agency on 
the hazardous waste materials atice on such issues as ownership mortgage papers. But the Flynns : the site, but Maueson said the' the tannery and hazardous have not been in contact with the ,' EPA has been taking samples foraste liability. Maueson will dis- town about the site's status. testing. , v  ( . .ibute request for proposal 

IFP) forms to a selection of law The board plans to write to the "The initial screenings seem 
m s the board chooses. owners to find out where they to be encouraging about the part 

stand legally. "We just want to of the building vthat's sal-
bring them on board," Chairman vagable/' he said, adding board 

members should "keep the heat 
Frank Lamb said. "If they don't ' on elected representatives in 
want to be on board, they can Washington for the EPA to move 
jump off the train." as quickly and geoerously as they 

Selectman Henry Slrohmaier canon this site." 
pointed out, "They're the right- • . Maueson will meet with the 
fid owners, whether they owe '• board again soon regarding the 
taxes or not. We should find out RFPs. 

. their plans." 
"It's a very civilized thing to 

do." Maueson observed. 
The board and Maueson 

agreed the town's Attorney Mar
garet Iillie and state agencies in
volved wiih the tannery project 
should be included in the legal 
process. 

Selectman Nelson Brownell 
said Lillie already has done re
search on ihe site. 
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Firefighters: "We 
yvere tucj^MstumZJ 
Staff Writer 

POWNAL - Firefighters rushed into action,! ••• 
Thursday when a fire was reported at uie ;* 
Pownal Tannery.' ""*" •-•••-* ''','"% 

They called for backup, summoning afire' 
company from Bennington; aha two from ! 
Williamstown, Mass. Luckily, the Fire turned •• 
out to be a brush fire on the back side of the 
former tannery. 

The pile of burning driftwood, which offij 

cials say is suspicious, was extinguished 
quickly, preventing flames or embers from 
reaching the interior of the larfe abandoned 
building. 

"We were lucky this time," said David 
O'Dell, president of the Pownal Center Fire 
Department, expressing dismay at what 
would happen if the inside of the building 
ever caught firê  Pho 

O'Dell said officials from the environmen- Firefighters were called Thursday to a fire at the abandoned tannery 
kil prolceiion agency told firefighters not to brush fire did not involve the building, but ofllciais called It suspicion 

{'tease see LUCKY, t*ag* '2 



5S3SSR? 

r-r :p-.iiJ,-..%-.wiv*^-,—.A-

bers were .given the lowdown 
Thursday onivhat they can do to 
get some, or all of the $200,000 in 
taxes owed the town for the aban
doned Pownal Tannery. 

Attorney Peter Van Oot told 
board members they can either s .  . . 

\ take a passive role and wait for the 
property to be sold, which would 
result in the taxes being paid in 
order to get the land deed, they 
could take a more aggressive role 

.. and set up a tax sale for the prop-
ertyV'br they could try to sue the 
Pownal Tanning Company, which 
has filed for bankruptcy. 

"It's a complex and challenging 
site with a lot of different play
ers," said Van Oot, who was hired 
with community development 
grant money. 

,:, The environmentally hazardous 
-foite is still legally owned by the 
•Pdwrial Tanning Company whose 
principals are John Flynn and 
SbfiS, Inc., Van Oot explained. Jan 

riExiflan: . and the Pownal 
Development Corp- hold the 
mortgage pg the property. 

Exman is currently attempting to 
subdivide the property and fore
close on approximately 1,000 
acres of woodlands that are not 
contaminated, according to Van 
Oot. He doesn't want the rest of 
the properly, which consists of the 
large mill area, a former hydro
power dam, 22 acres of lagoons 
and a 7-acre lined landfill site. 

The state of Vermont is contest
ing Exman?s attempt to foreclose 
on only a portion of the property. 
Van Oot told the board. But if he 

" . Photos by Jamss Thentan is successful in foreclosing on the :irefighters were called Thursday to a fire at the abandoned tannery in Pownal. The 
irush fire did not involve the building, but officials called it suspicious. PkascsccDUE. .:; J 
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: Treat any tannery fires as normal 
IAHES.THERRIEM" f^^} materials stored in the mill be a bonfire set by juveniles 
Staff,!Miter might run off with water into the against the back wall of the An EPA cleanup project nearby Hoosic River. brick factory, which did not C.PQWNAL - The federal a few years ago appar--nvironmenlal • Protection However, an EPA cleanup pro- spread to the interior. 

ject a few years ago apparently Concerns also have, been Agency has cleared Pownal fire- ently removed stored 
removed stored hazardous mate- voiced privately by fire officials fightersto-cbmbat any fires at . hazardous materials the former Pownal Tanning Co.. rials and the worst of the pollu- that a fire at the Route 346 mill 

mill as normal structure fires.. and the worst of the tion from the mill, Depollo said. would pose significant hazards 
,:.'.Tdm Depotlo, chairman of the pollution from the mill. He.said he contacted the EPA for firefighters - even without 
:6untyV" Local Emergency following a July 24 fire at the the threat of hazardous materi-
Planning Committee and a fire- site, which he responded to as a als. Floors are buckling and sec-
fighter with the Bennington Fire The federal agency had at one part of the county wide planning tions of the three-story brick 
Department, said that after a" time restricted fighting or even group. Pownal firefighters said structure have crumbling walls 
request- for clarification he •pouring water on any. blaze at at the lime that they still were and appear a threat to collapse 
.received the approval recently the vacant factory without prior operating under ihe EPA's previ- in the event of a fire. 
from rthefEE&sBoston office. EPA approval. Agency officials ous instructions, prohibiting the The mill has been vacant since 
He has notified""?ownal Valley were concerned about toxic use of water on the building. the tanning firm filed for bank-
Fire Department of the change. emissions in smoke and that The July 24 fire turned out to ruptcy about nine years ago. 



Metro Editor 
Rob Eley, 660^1862 
• or {800) 427.-3124 

-Hejningway 

N'icetfcseeutey reacted an, . 
agreement inLyndos last week 
3{>scmethaigwi]J.be'done 

.? about the pollute St^erfvnd. s£t& ibi>-
i r  i fc]#ifc'LdSL: 

! Under the deai,.the Environmental 
IPtotectioo Agency, She state and 13 

: ^companies hBS:«spon$ibie fcirdump
: ;ing hazardon s waste; at the nowrdosed 

. ;laadfillwiUs^Qd:$j.8millipntocap 
! jthe mtess andperpetually monitor it 

• - ' f o  r l e a k a g e i .= ' • - . . • • • : '• • , ' . . • 
' \ "..'And nice 1 o'see tijey're matcmg 

:-: [headway in Beonî gton on another
p 

'riddled -with PGBs-aiid other residue 

Ust^montlti, EFA!signedoa^JE 
' . ;I8 miUion plkn thatJwSl allow the- "-* .•, 
> .'town to cap ̂ ielandfill and;design a .' 
. " [system, to.co|ect polluted under

: Igrdiiad tunoff andltrcat It at a nearby-
•iriuncipal sewage tieiataieat plant. ;. 

,  : . . : ' ;  . Suchabo|in^'6fgood'news.i« . . 
' jenoughtoniake one:think thenotori

:. ; [gram isn't sojbad after ail —'even/if it 
.;•; IdidtaJccabnc^ a decade ofdickering 

.. Which brijogsvstp another Wotch 
• . »n. Vermont̂ s picture-perfect land- . • 

"". Iscape, the tope stew! at the-old Pownai 
• iTainniageo.tlocatedmtliestate's 

. ; southwesteinjcorner.: . 
1 ; . the joint hasibeehphwed since 
:.- :i 987 and wai the. source ofodor and . 

- poUution problems for years before . . 
jfcit. Diojdn wasfoimdin a nearby 
home's drinking water wpply in 1988, 

j arid the EPA did a; quickie S7D&,000 
.: removal ofkifteqftfie site's more 

hazardous waste!fastvearJ . 

Despite all of-this unpleasantness; . 
he state, has resisted putting.the sltej 

vu the national Superftind list, argumg 
. Restate could get the cleanup job " ." 
wne-fastw,. '•  ; . • '. • '• • 

-If 1 liet that thing gponthe Super-
:a nd listi it'd .be 1S years beToie we . 
; ould get it. cleaned- up: and redeyel-, 
(jped,".Cov: Howard Dean beHpwed 
m 1996.!*̂ Ifwe're evfer gbiog to get : 

<7bs in Pownai, the tannery-istikeof 
; he few placeŝ  where ft .could Happen/* 

ft was a,gteat news-byte  i t ihe time, 
hut maybe-oujf-.feaxless teader-qjight to.-
i L'thint&is position/particularly Jfhte 

The cbld-cash'reapitjF offlie.sfiua^ 
nonisthat,n6thiflggooidisgoiagto . 
tupjpeu.ifcefe. under the present sitna-r. 
uon. ReasonrNo^one has the deep • 

d 
p 

p e r f i i m L ' i« :. _ .'.-,-.", ' . "., 
The company that Qwn* the tan?! . 

nery is Kanknipt/The state Is never.: • 
go ing to be- able to tus/iff up; the;esti-: 
mated 34' miDion-pltls it' wifi costto [ 
make ̂ e.tanfi.eTy>sp!pllute<t lagoonsj

p ^ p g g j j^ d l i 
Nothaynigit'Cnrolled in;tfae:fedeM-

i ^ i i r t ipogj^i^ucesitepo^je 
canbestbe.chaiacterizQdastcnc^rtai4 
said BrianWoods ofthe state Environ
mental Cfonseiya^iilDepMtment.. 4. 

Leslie; MfcVicfei, an EPA project! 
m anaged who visited the site last 
week, agreed, sayin&the state's pt&iA
Lonhesallbitetdofcfipni'es . lb ipreentedorfcf i  p 
proceeding on a,;cieainip plan. *Tt's | 
going to take's lot longertq iifeal witli' •• 
the site wi^out &per6jnd thaa with ' 
i i .  " s h e . p r e d i c t e d . ;  . . •• •.'. ; '•. 

Continued inaction could be<haz- : 

ardous tos to Powfaal'S health. QuiStS health. QuiSt ac-||adou  Powfaal  ac 
tion.by firefignterslite last month p^-
ventefd^ftresetbyakidnearthe .; 
plant fromreachingthebiiiMiig. • • 

The incident pointed.up.thefact \
the tannery remainsk disaster waitin:g 
to happen, Thfcbuilding, near collapse 
and encrusted in places with tb^ic inV 
rib/ik^btetdalsi 

K ids: ride bikes near open- manholes to 
llute îagdonSw • ,: . , . 
And get this? Unt£l.the:E?A advised 

them to the contraty'las't week,fire-' 
fighters were of the belief that if the' -
tannery-did catcb fire, it was better to . 
k-i it burn than hose it down; and risU 
hnving the waterwasih toxicrtrsidue• 
mio the nearby Hoosiit River; ": , • 

Hello^groohd control ia Montpel-
KT. We li'aye a problem.'. . . .  . . 
Sum Hewifigyavis. ihe'Free Press state news 
iximnnlsL'Hacptumnsappear, Wednesday,; 
Friday ana Sunday, Ifvou

 : 
hatir-acom'ment, 

66Qt850 '
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Editorial 

it convinced 
tannery waste 
allXcleaned up 

By giving Pownal nrefight
ers the green light^o use
hoses and other equipollent

to fight fires at thedefunct Pow^al
Tannery, the Federal En 
mental Protection Agency is sa; 
ing the decaying facility is not a^ 
(toxic waste) .health threat, any-"' 
m o r e . - • • —  . • •••-•':'/' -'"''• 

We're riot so'slire:""-"- "V"" 
The action by the EPA Boston 

office signaled that the remoy, 
five years ago of a stockpile/of 
hazardous material was. all the 
government agency needed 

;, pronounce the. end of any danger 
! via pollution to the : neighbor-
j hood and the. Hoosic River 
\ should the tannery catch fire. 

 mental threat than/'ahouse built. 
 in the 1920s .that'has'.all "lead 
 paint"shoulditeatchfireV: ••. 

• That's certainly''comforting,. 
but we're a Utfle unnerved that it 
appears the EPA is saying all is 

i ...simply because they 
'emovecl some barrels of waste. 

State Representative ^Charlie 
Pklmer, R-mvinaLiaid'he has 

i 
'A for its tannery studies 

conclusions,- but to date has 
"seen no results of anything 
from the EPA." ;. 

^^Me^rejustnot confident all the 
waste^hasBSeTniealt-wit 

•There is still' a significant 
' amount Of waste at the sitey Its 

And according to Jponi. toxicity amtvolume arecertamly 
DePollo, .chairman of the count's, measurable!.^, these have been 
ty^STCocal-Emergency Plannmg-"measured/'W:e-caU'pn the-EPA to • 
Committee 0and,'a. firefighterktrtrelease^itSAfindingsjso residents 
what toxic, waste is.leftfs tiothVi-^b^i^suur&abyothem. If they 
ing. more than residue imbedded haven t yet been- measured, we 
in the woodwork and;qmer<par^d^»;stud3psh9ul.d bje;vndQrtak-
of thevbuilding.1 He ' s ' cdnv inc  ̂  enbefore.Powna)[;fnids-itself rdeal
it poses no more of ah enyiron^ inĝ  wiuiifure'otftiie.property. \ 



• • ; ! - / 

i  , t -<V,MM>, 

Lactually works 
brings us to another 

blotch on Vermontfs picture-perfect 
landscape, the toxic stew at the old 

-,-, ...•-- .7--.., Pownal Tanning Co. located in the 
iite^formerly state's'southwestern corner. 
î Bllidî ilJ;;.1-; v The joint has been closed since 
i:^-*n--:^-__;, 1937 ̂  a w a f  l the s o u r c  e of odor 

the?, and pollution problems for years 
•-.--.-..--•&- M& •'befiJretthat Dioxin was found in a 
mpiflLgdfapiz- nearby: private home's drinking 
•rî wyxincftj >. water-supply in 1988, and the EPA 

did a quickie $700,000 removal of 

Sam 
Hemingway-

from Vermont : 

The cold-cash reality of, the sit
uation i£ that nothing good is ever 
going to happen here under the 

cleanup plan, Îtfs going to take a 
lot longer to deal with the site 
without Sunerfurid than with it," 
she predicted;: 

; ^nd continued inaction could 
itself be hazardous to Pownal's 
health. Quick action by firefighters 
late last month prevented a blaze 
set by a kid near the plant from 
reaching the building itself. 

BuJ the iiddent pointed up the 
fact the tannery remains a disaster 
waiting to happen: The building, 
near collapse and still encrusted in 
places with toxic materials, is vul
nerable to vandalism.,Kids ride 
bikes' near open manholes to pol
luted lagoons. 

And get this: "Until the EPA 
advised them to the contrary dur
ing McVickar's, visit, firefighters 
wete|of the belief&hat if^the tatt-
nery'did catchfire,1 it was better to' 
let it burn than hose it.down and 
risk having the water wash toxic 
residue into the nearby Hoosic Riv
er. :.;,. •'•-.,..-,• ••• • -A-*-. 

Hello, ground control in Morit
pelier; We have a problem. , , • 

; . • • • • 

Sam.Hemingway is the state news 
columnist for the Burlington (Vt.) 
Frep Press. 

If

;' '•" somij of the site's more hazardous present situation. Reason: No one 
(" •. waste last year, . has the deep pockets needed to 

;:. • Bub despite all of this unpleas- finance a cleanup — except, of 
•':•: antness, the state has BO far reaist-course, the big, bad Superfund. 
'||; ed puiftkig the site on the national 
fe'Superfiihd list, arguing the Btate 

y^L9%.Cduldl'get the cleanup job done 

let that thing go on the 
., it'd be 15 years 

could get it cleaned up 
Gov. Howard 

in 1996! "If we're 
^|- ever^qirig to get jobs in Pownal, 
# | the tannery is one of the few places 
•*•"••—-L - - - m  : coul d happen.  " 

a great news-byte at the 
'. 'maybe our fearless 

rethink his posi-
XT.l̂ tionl particularly if he really wants 

'""•"e tannery reborn as a 
job site in bis lifetime. 

:,,The.company that owns the 
tannery is bankrupt. And the state 
is never going to be able to rustle 
up the estimated $4 million-plus it 
will cost to make the tannery's pol
luted lagoons, dump and decrepit 
buildiijgsgoaway. •>: . 

"Not having it enrolled in the 
federal program reduces its 
prospects to what can best be char
acterized as uncertain," said Brian 
Woods of the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 
'• Leslie McVickar, an EPA project 

manager who visited the site earli
er thin month, agreed, saying the 
state's position has,all but pre
vented workfrom proceeding on a 

'-:-r • :, ••;•.•,'•'••••• \ r  i 

• • : ' • £ • . ' • ' . Sii 



have concerns with the type of 
> Staff tiMei; :: '-'._•/•• industry I offer..." Cook wrote. 
1 . PO^fNAL ^  - Aii- expanding "... It is also possible that'.the 
: Massachusetts.^' company thai town does not want an industri
. manufacture* compressed wood. al application brought to this 
gellej.&^fpr fuel.is reportedly site, and therefore' my interests 

'; hegbtlatiilg, a deal with theL 
would be best1 served in finding 

 alternate location.' The • mortgage holder- of'the. former ' an
* PownaV Tanhirig Co." site, Ian opportunities that 1 am facing 
•' ExmanfOf burhani, Conn. . require immediateactioti..." 
' r ^yerill H: Cook, president of The .select "board is visiting 

the .Catamount site to see the : " Ca^mojinjt Pellet Fuel Corp^tn 
..A&imsi ilylass;,- has. .told the operation first-hand at a special 
;select: board 4hat he ' i  s "in a meeting t h t f r s d a y : ; "  7 

"^position t6 lake ̂ ownership" of Cook, contabted late Tuesday, 
ithfe.Jorinpr,J^uhnery site, now declined ati interview. • :• 
' unusecQ&tun Exmah. He is now Cook's letter went on, 
"inuhe: process of gauging the "..'.From my perspective there 
town'^".-lisuppbrt~!for such an have been few tangible opportu-

%e. ofttie site, board nities for the redevelopment of 
the property, and I believe that I 

In a-l^lter to' the select board offer not just one, but several 
OB̂  June; 12, CootVwrote, "As viable solutions to the problems 

y"6u -;ju^tware,'. I continue to in the area." 

have ah'interest in the" redevel- - Catamount, since it opened at 
its Printworks Drive location, 
has had nearby residents contin

has grown,'and I "have main-, ue to complaini of wind-blown 
tained cofiiact :with Lance sawdust and a pungent odor 
Matteson • and Mr. Exmah on emanating from the planW offi
develppments concerning the. cials say. ' • '••'•:
property! At this point, I am in a lohn'Ltpa, chairman t)f-the 
position^ to' take ownership of Northern Berkshire Industrial 
the property front T)«tr. Exman. Park and'. Development--Corp., 

";.. Due to, the fact that I pro
pose' an "industrial application', 
for the site, %\s paramount that ttie resTdehts'who'laie;rieiurby 
the board and townspeople abutlers to the park ^<ijii the 
underp^nd^the iniplicEitionsjlnM odor thlft-tttay'b'fe einaiiiUrig 
go •wiffi'Oie.reiurn of industry to from Xv'erilVs place,*' and 6Ĵ w-

. tfe^loiititiSn.- JL"understand that PUdse&e WOOD, S f e some'of ' the board members 

'feyi 
• ^ 
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ERIKARVIDSON. 
Staff Writer ,C\ 

POWNAL — The 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is considering adding 
the polluted former Pownal 
Tanning Co. site to the National 
Superfund Priority List, accord
ing to officials. 

While making the tannery site 
a Superfund site would free up 
more federal funds towards 
studies and cleanup of the area, 
a history of long, dragged-out 

. Superfund actions might make 
the idea of putting the tannery 
site on the National Priority List 
(NPL) unpopular with some 
state officials. 

The Pownal Select Board will 
meet with Gov. Howard Dean 
Wednesday to discuss the EPA's 
proposal for ihe tannery becom
ing a Superfund site. According 
to officials, Dean has opposed 
past efforts to place the tannery 

on the list because other 
Superfund. actions around the 
state have proved costly and 
slow-footed in progress. 

To date, the EPA has conduct
ed a removal action of the more 
hazardous waste storage areas at 
the tannery, but has exhausted 
the amount it can spend under 
the limited authority it has with 
the site on a non-Superfund sta
tus, according to attorney Peter 
Van Oot. 

"It's a trade-off,"' Van Oot 
said of the Superfund listing. "It 
frees up a lot of money for 
cleaning up and studying, but 
the NPL is a very, very expen
sive and time-consuming 
process. It's not a streamlined, 
quick fix. It's a long, expensive 
process." 

For the tannery to be made a 
Superfund silc. ihc EPA would 

Tannery site 
is Superfund 
candidate ~ 

First make an investigation of 
the site and give the site a score 
based on how much waste there 
is and its proximity to public 
pathways and water sources, 
Van-Oot said. If the tannery is 
given a certain high score, it 
will be ranked on the priority 
list. Funding for cleanup is 
based on the ranking, Van Oot 
said. The state, although it also 
shares in the cleanup cost, loses 
a certain amount of control over 
the cleanup process once the 
site becomes a Superfund site, 
Van Oot added. 

"The problem with the 
Pownal tannery site is there's no 

.. apparent viable, private party, to 
spend money on the cleanup," 
Van Oot said. The Pownal 
Tanning Co. is defunct, and cur
rent mortgage-holder Jan 
Exman isn't in a position to be 
held liable. "That doesn't leave 
you with a lot of alternatives," 
Van Oot said. IZ" 

Van Oot explained that there 
are four categories for the EPA to 
determine "parties strictly liable" 
to pay for cleanup. The two cate
gories applicable 10 the tannery 
situation include anybody who 
ever owned the property, or per
sons that come in and buy it. 

"The EPA could spend the 
money, then go after any one of 
these parties," Van Oot said. 

Exman is trying to foreclose 
on all of the former tannery 
property except for the polluted 
mill parcel, and he's being con
tested in Bennington Superior 
Court by the state Agency of 
Natural Resources and the Town 
of Pownal. Van Oot represents 
Pownal in the case. 

The mill site has been eyed"by 
Averill Cook, president of 
Catamount Pellet Fuel Corp., of 
Adams, Mass., who has been 
negotiating with Exman a possi
ble sale, and has recently solicited 
the town's input on his industrial , 
company taking over the mill. \ 
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Dean reverses, supports Superfund for 
Pownal 

POWNAL. \'\. (API - Gov. Howard Dean has reversed himself 
and come out in support of putting the site of the former Pownal 
Tannery on the federal Superfund hazardous waste cleanup list. 

But Dean said he would look to the town's select board for 
guidance before deciding whether to push the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency to make the Superfund 
designation. 

"I'll follow their lead because ultimately the people of Pownal 
have the most to gain or lose by this." Dean told the Rutland 
Herald. 

The governor and state environmental officials met with select 
board members in Mompelier Wednesday to discuss the pros and 
cons of a Superfund designation. 

Dean said Superfund designation would prompt the federal 
government to help pay for cleaning up the site, which is 
expected to cost up 10 S40 million. He earlier had said he did not 
favor Superfund designation, arguing that the process could tie 
the site up for years and prevent new development. 

"The risk is nothing will happen for a long time." Dean said. 
"The risk of not doing it means there'll be no money to make 
anything happen." 

The governor's recommendation appeared to carry weight with 
town officials. 

"No one is going to come in and spend thai kind of money on 
iheir own for cleanup." said Laura Rosse. a select board member. 
"My vote is going to be for us to be listed as a Superfund site. I 
feel that's die only alternative." 

; iVw i »'"-"%;.;kii i i i iUi .n  g C_^. uCV'juiiX'vi LVtitivi'ltpWi ttlW MH!l US tu'uI'.S 

in ! 9KS after dumping industrial chemicals on its site beside the 
Hoosic River. 

Last month, the L'.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which 
has already spent S700.00D on an emergency cleanup, came oui 
again in Ibvur nf placing ihe tannery on ihe Super fund's national 
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Pownal won't get stuck with wmmmd^sl^ 
,-Y iibill for tannery cleanup J 

Associated Press, 08/25/98 15:42 

DOWNAL, Vt. (AP) - The town of Pownal wont have to pay 
to clean up the contaminated Pownal tannery property. 

Click here 
That opinion from the Environmental Protection Agency for real estate Brokers 
clears the way for the tannery to be designated a Superfund 
site, meaning it will be decontaminated largely at federal 
expense. 

t also allows the town to proceed with a tax sale to recoup 
about $255,000 in delinquent taxes. 

"We've waited a long time to get where we're at with the 
tannery," Selectboard Chairman Frank Lamb said. "That to 
me is a giant step forward." 

While the owners of Superfund sites are generally liable for 
the cost of cleaning up hazardous wastes, the Pownal 
Tanning Co. declared bankruptcy in 1988. 

The 19th-century mill and its hydroelectric plant have sat 
idle since then. 

Anxious to see the property redeveloped but wary of taking 
on clean-up costs, the Selectboard met with Gov. Howard 
Dean and state environmental officials earlier this month to 
discuss the tannery's future. 

With the governor's support, the board voted in favor of 
having the EPA place the tannery on the Superfund priority 
on the condition that the town was absolved of liability. 

In a letter to the board last week, EPA official Patricia 
Meaney wrote that the Superfund liability rule does not apply 
to municipalities that take ownership of contaminated 
properties through delinquent tax sales. 

The only exception is if a town causes or contributes to the 
release - or threat of release- of hazardous wastes, Meaney 
wrote. 

"Most anybody else who bought it would be part of the 
cleanup," Lamb said. "W e are not." 

Meaney also notified the town that it could take title to about 
900 acres of uncontaminated woodlands owned by the 
Pownal Tanning Co. and later sell the land, with neither the 
town nor the buyer assuming liability for the tannery cleanup, 
Meaney said. 

The selectboard is considering turning the area into a town 
recreation area. 

Lamb also said the land could produce income for the town if 
it were managed for timber harvests. The town recently 

2 of 3 0K.25/9K 16:35:0 i 
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netted about $18,000 for timber taken from another parcel, 
he said. 
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Judge allows foreclosure on land near tanner)

But contaminated Pownal Tannery can be abandoned for others to clean up 

MediaNews Service 

POWNAL, VT. — A Superior 
Court judge has decided that tlje 
Connecticut mortgage-holder of the 

ner Pownal Tanning Co. site can 
close on 830 acres of non-conta-

;mjihated woodlands and leave 
bSfitnd the polluted mill. 

In a decision issued last week, 
Judge John P. Meaker ruled that 
Jan Exman of Durham, Conn., can 
conduct a partial foreclosure, allow
ing him to sell off nine "clean" 
parcels of the property and abandon 
the tenth—the mill — for someone 

else to clean up. 
The state Agency of Natural 

Resources and the town of Pownal 
have opposed Exman's partial fore
closure bid on public policy 
grounds. 

Reactions of disappointment 
came from both. Assistant Attorney 
General John Hasen said he was 
"disappointed" with Meaker's rul
ing, and that the state would consid
er asking the court for permission to 
appeal the decision to the Supreme 
Court 

FDwnal Select Board Chairman 
Frank Lamb also said he was disap
pointed. "The decision says he can 
go ahead and take the good and 
leave the bad, which is kind of sad." 
Lamb said he did^hbt know what 
this decision meant for the town. 

"We really don't know if this 
means the town of Pownal wilj be 

t responsible for the clean-up of this 
jBpmainingsite.** 

y In the 34-page ruling, Meaker 
wrote that "the court is persuaded 
that partial foreclosure is recog
nized in the law." Meaker added 
that the state Legislature "has no 
addressed the particular issue of 
partial foreclosure. Consequently 

the court cannot conclude that there 
is a violation of public policy In 
addition, the court noted that there 
is nothing on the face of the note or 
thes mortgage that is contrary to 
public policy" 

Meaker also wrote that if the 

court reached the agency's conclu
sion that a partial foreclosure violat
ed public policy "foe court would be 
creating a remedy which the haz-

=ardous waste statute...does not pro
vide for." 

The polluted parcel of the tannery 

is being considered by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency 
to be designated a Superfund site. 

The town, meanwhile, is prepar
ing a tax sale of the tannery to 

. recover $275,000 in delinquent 
taxes owed by the tannery's former 
owner, t h  e Pownal Tanning 
Company, which went bankrupt in 
1988. 

According to court papers, 
Exman, whose company is called 
Pownal Development Corp., paid 
$40,000 to First National Bank of 
Boston for the mortgage in 1995. 

Exman foreclosed on and sold a 
312-acre parcel located in New 
York to the New York Trust for 
Public Land, netting over $40,000 
in the sale and claiming a loss on 
his taxes of almost 550,000 because 
he sold the property for less than its 
appraised value. 

Although the tannery mill is 
assessed at 5125,000, it is contami
nated with chromium, lead, pen
tachlorophenol and asbestos, 
records say. With the exception of 
the town of Pownal taking the title 
to the property through" its tax lien," 
any party that takes ownership of 
the mill would be subject to a law
suit by the EPA for cleanup costs 
under SuperfJnir 

The town's attorney in the mat
ter, Peter VanOot, said he would 
leave it to town officials to react to 
the ruling. 

Lamb said the town was not 
involved in the proceedings. Any 
appeal would have to come from 
the state. 



Editorial 

Superfund is the right 
choice for tannery 

The Pownal Tannery site is
being considered to be
named a Superfund site by

the federal Environmental
Protection Agency. We encourage
state and local officials to run, not
walk, toward expediting this des
ignation.

In the past, Vermont Gov.
Howard Dean has resisted
efforts to place the tannery on
the Superfund list. He's done so
because he believes that the
Superfund process is long, slow,
arduous and expensive —-and we
believe he's exactly right on all
counts.

But the Pownal Tannery oper
ated for more than 40 years in

 into use again, someone will have 
 to determine what level of hazard 
 exists and exactly what steps 
 must be taken to remove the haz
 ard. But here lies the rub. There 
 will be a hefty cost to such an 
 examination and cleanup, and the 

 businesses that formerly operated 
 on the tannery site are long 
 defunct. The cost is also likely to 
 exceed the amount of money the 
 state and/or local officials are 
 going to be willing to pony up. 
 The property is in receivership 
 meaning the financial institutions 
 that hold the note have no liabili-" 

 ty here - but they also have no 
 way to interest anyone in invest
 ing in the site until it can pass an 

the heart of Pownal, all before ._EPA_inspection. 
the polluting effects of its opera
tion were clearly understood,
For that matter, the location was
textile mill prior to becoming a
tannery operation - there's no
easy way to discover if any
residual environmental damage
remains from this earlier manu
facturing operation, either. The
tannery building itself, while
sturdy enough;- i s  - currently-
unused and deteriorating.

If the site is ever to be placed

 It seems pretty clear that the 
 slow, expensive Superfund 
 cleanup? however, undesirable, 
 is the only possible method for 
 restoring this bit of real estate to 
 a state where it can become use
 ful to commerce again. We thus 
 encourage the governor and the 
 Pownal Select board, when they 
 meet today to discuss, the issue, 
 to agree, t:o :'ther^PS £u$erfurid 

 designation and1 to"'push/ for as 
 quick a cleanup as possible. 
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United States Office of External Programs 
Environmental Protection Agency JFK Federal Building 
New England Region Boston, MA 02203 

Connecticut Maine Massachusetts New Hampshire Rhode Island Vermont 

Environmental News

Contact: Alice Kaufman, EPA Community Affairs Office, (617) 918-1064 

For immediate release: March 23,1999 99-3-23 

EPA TAKES SWIFT ACTION ON POWNAL, VT, TANNERY CLEANUP 

Boston— Just two months after designating it a federal Superfund site, the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency approved today an $8 million plan to cleanup a portion of the 
28-acre Pownal Tannery Superfund site in North Pownal, Vermont. Funds for the cleanup come 
from the Superfund Trust Fund which is financed through an industry petrochemical tax. 
The first phase of the cleanup, scheduled to begin this spring, includes decontamination and partial 
demolition of the tannery buildings, excavation of soils and contaminated sludges in the tannery 
building, disposal of materials in an on-site tannery landfill and final capping of the tannery, landfill, 
located on Will Dean Road. The State of Vermont will be responsible for long-term operation and 
maintenance of the landfill cap once complete. 

"We streamlined the Superfund process so that we are able to move far more quickly to address 
pollution at sites like Pownalj" said John P , DeVillars, EPA's New England administrator.. "W_e_ are_... 
readying for a spring construction season to begin work at the old tannery site and look ahead to the 
future reuse of this site." 

With support from Governor Howard Dean, the Congressional Delegation and the town officials, 
EPA listed the tannery on the EPA's National Priorities list on January 11,1999 thus making it 
eligible for cleanup under Superfund. 

The delegation worked closely with the state, particularly the Vermont Department of Environmental 
Conservation to secure federal funding for the Pownal Tannery site. Congressman Sanders, Sen. 
Leahy and Sen. Jeffords urged Secretary Carol Browner in a September 1998 tetter to fund a cleanup 
of contamination at the site, stressing the importance of removing toxic substances from the site. 

"This is good news and a sign of progress for Pownal," said Sen. Patrick Leahy. "The community 
has worked hard to address the issues at the tannery, and this is the result of the constructive 
partnership they have forged with EPA and other state agencies. The Vermont congressional 

VISIT EPA's WEB SITE HOME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http://www.epa.gov/region01 
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delegation will continue to support the community's efforts to finally begin the process." 

more-

-2-

"I am very pleased to see that the EPA has moved so quickly following their listing of this site," said 
Sen. James Jeffords. "This is a great example of how the Superfund can work. With the cleanup 
about to begin, we can look forward to the redevelopment of this property to benefit the entire 
Pownal community." 

"This is a very positive development for Pownal, the region, and the state," said Congressman 
Bernard Sanders. "Local communities need all the help we can give them to address environmental 
problems and we will continue to work as a delegation to help communities respond to 
environmental concerns. I am pleased that EPA's Region 1 office was able to work together 
successfully with state and local governments to address the need for a cleanup of this site." 

"The work planned for this summer will be a significant step forward in addressing the risks that this 
site has presented to the community and the local environment since the tannery ceased operation." 
said John Kassell, Secretary for the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, "It also sets the stage for 
an additional benefit — possible redevelopment of the property" 

"Pownal is glad to see the start of this project and hopes to see the continuation of the entire cleanup 
completed in a timely manner." said Nelson Brownell, Pownal Selectboard Chairman. 

The tannery cleanup~team~consistsof EPA'S" Remediation Construction Manager, the Army Corps of 
Engineers and their construction contractors. In preparation for the cleanup activities, the team will 
establish a staging area near the site to hold construction equipment. Trailers will be moved to the 
site to serve as temporary field offices. 

Throughout the cleanup, EPA will be working with the Army Corp of Engineers, the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation, and in ongoing consultation with the Pownal Select 
Board. 

Tn an effort to protect the health and safety of area residents and site workers EPA will: restrict 
access to the site by erecting a fence; monitor air quality; and wet contaminated soils to prevent dust 
from blowing. EPA and the construction team will make every effort to minimize the disturbance of 
the cleanup to the community. 

The EPA will schedule a public information session in Pownal in mid-April to update the residents 
and address their concerns on the tannery work project. Rick Leighton, EPA Remediation 

VISIT EPAs WEB SITE HOME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http://www.epa.gov/region01 



Construction Manager, will also be available during the cleanup to meet or talk with residents about 
their concerns during the removal. 

Before work begins, the EPA will also set up an informational bulletin board for residents on the 
tannery cleanup at DJ's Country Store in North Pownal. Residents can also obtain additional 
information about the tannery cleanup through the information repository at the Pownal Public 
Library or by calling Rick Leighton or Sarah White at EPA's toll free number: 1-888-372-7341. 

-30
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lannery conditions 3  1 

pose wony for neighbors

mjillion on the way, but immediate concerns surface 

B y Susan jftsano 
North Adanps Transcript 

POWN^L. Vt—The Environ
mental | Protection Agency 
approved jS8 million Tuesday to 
dean up &e fanner Ftownal tan-
n e  r with jworkexpected.to begin 
in the spring, but resident 
Deborah Nicholas said the plan 
to bury jmaierials from the 
cleanup in the landfill off Dean 
Road is causing local worries. 

Nicholas, who owns rental 
property near the landfill site, 
invited Seleciwoman Laura 
Rosse and ihe press to the site to 
observe its lack1 of safety and 
security ; 

"As you! can see, there are 
none," Nicholas said 

Gates at both entrances to the 
landfill, which has already been 
used as a \?aste disposal site for 
die tannery were open and had 
no lochs. Tjhere were no signs 
anywhere to indicate the proper-. 
ry is a landfill, that hazardous' 
material majy be present there — 
not even a private property or 00 
trespassing sign. 

"There are absolutely no signs 
here to let jjeople know this is a 
dangerous area," Nicholas said. 
"Psople have come here and shot 
deer, taken &e meat home and 
fed ir to their families, exposing 
them to who Snows whan". 

Kosse said she would contact 
state authorities immediately 
and request jlocks and signs for 
the landfill, jsihe" made no com
ment but threw her boots away 
after leaving the property 

Two cemerit cylinders are visi
ble, both with]roned wooden cov
ers which are! not attachedto the 
cylinders, leaving them wide 
open. Both cylinders have lad
ders descending into them, and 
into a liquid substance contained 

inside the uncovered receptacles. 
''Cant you just picture some 

kid getting down there?" 
Nicholas asked. "We don't even 
know how deep it is, or what"s 
inside.1' 

The EPA said last November 
that signs would be erected post
ing the site as potentially haz
ardous. The Selectmen 
announced last week that the 
EPA had sent a letter saying 
informational meetings about the 
tannery cleanup would be held in 
ApriL 

Sarah White, EPA community 
relations specialist, said this 
morning that some of the con
cerns are valid. 
. "There probably should be 
signs and locks on the landfill. I 
will bring it up to the prcfject 

Deborah Nicholas 
has concerns about 
thfe tannery iandfitf 
site Jn Pownal across 
the Moosic river from 
the tannery! 
An uncapped man
hole that could prove 
dangerous to chil-
'<fr«n who enter the 
landfill is not 
Secured. 

Photo by 
Gillian iotw i 

North Adams Tnroenpi 

managers today," she said. . 
"We've made several efforts to 
meet with Mrs. Nicholas to .
address her concerns but she has 
not responded to us." 

While acknowledged that EPA 
officials had said last fall that 
locks, and signs would be 
installed and gates locked. She . 
said she did not know why that 
hadn't happened but added that 
EPA representatives would be 
happyto work with Nicholas. 

Rick Leightoa project manag- ' 
er for the tannery dean-up, said 
when the EPA "toobilizeB" to the 
site later this spring, locks and 
signs will be installed. 

"When we did removal of bar

rels from the tannery in the mid-

See TANNERY Page A7 
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FroinAJ 
1990s;fl e boarded up the mill and 

: gates, afidjl assume we 
cM^fendfiB; too,:"ihe said. '<But 
asfesbdiweGan put lock&and signs 

-"Bis a losing bank unless yon 
actually on the 

DgS 
were fc und on the ground; wfthin 
the-! aieters of; thfe' landfill. A 
path ap geared to hsm beenibeaten 
downb foot and recreational vehi
cle traffic Biseveral areas of the 

ja material nserobUflg plae
tic is potang-up through'4e ground; 
and Mcbolas said she thinks it itaay 
be parts from tie liribs installed in 
the 19fe0s. when materials Erst 

L 
began to be stored there, have the same thing, and people are , 

situation has never in here all thetime. Why wouldn't .
fliey be? There is nothing here to 

An old electric beter is smashed keep them out, or warn themto stay 
on! the ground, with wiring stiU out". 
attached. NearbK a rusted metal Along the outside of The landfill 
cylinder with an open-ended are at least two metal cylinders 
elbjow-style pipe and a black spout sticking up from the ground. The 
stand beside a poiewifr wires con- . cylinders are wide enough for chil
nflcted to it There is a pool of what dren to get their arms into but 
tocjks like watei; nearly 20 feet bng• appear to have been made so they 
by[ 80 feet vide, vnth op fencing could be capped and locked. 
aiwind it or a sign to. indicate what Neither cylinder has a top on it, and 
miy be contained in the vvater Tbe both are completely rusted. 
OTund is saturated vn&i water that Nicholas said that in an effort to 
Nicholas said may or ma y not be avoid the appearance of liability, 
contaminated with the material local, state, and federal officials 
bniried underneath the ground. ' have neglected the abutters of the 

!"My dog has run over here and landfill. 
rojlled around, jumped into the . "In their desire to avoid liability, 
truck soaWng wet, and we have no they have forgotten their responsi
idea what he's'been into," she said bility to the people here," she said. 
"The neighbors with dogs and cats "Now we know there is seepage 

and who knows what, and 1 don't 
think it would have Killed anybody 
la Knock on my door and tell me to 
warn my renams about the Vand
ftU" 

"I don't want them to reopen 
this," she said. "Lookiat what hasn't 
been done here. No signs? No locks'' 
How much does a lock cost?' 

She said questions about the tan
nery and storage and disposal of 
tannery waste was discussed at a 
tannery conference in 1982, and 
she produced documentation of the 
conference. 

"Bsople in 1982 asked about the 
different things happening, what 
would be done and how would we 
know what happened," she said. 
"Now, we can look back and say. 
nothing was done, and we weren't 
able to know." 
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Few turn out for meeting : 5* 
.'.V1. 

•"'."7 

on tannery problems/: j ; . '••• j ; : : ^ ' ! * •.- ! •• • • 

i s 
if 

• ? •? '"  ' 

TAMMY DANIELS 
Staff Writer BJW 

BENNINGTON — Only a 
handful of people turned out last 
night for a meeting with U.S. 
health officials about contamina
tion exposure from the former 
Pownal Tanning Co. 

Officials'from the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry, under the U.S. Depart
ment of Health and Human Ser
vices, arc developing a health 
assessment of die foimer tannery 
complex in North Pownal in con
junction with a Superfund 
cleanup of the site. 

Agency' regional representa
tive Susanne Simon said she was 
a little disappointed by the low 

"It's our job to make . 
sure communities know 
what we're doing'and 

give people a chance to 
air their concerns." 

MARIA TERAN-MACIVER 
Community Involvement 

Specialist 

turnout, but believed valid con
cerns and-information hachbKn
raised by the few-residents-who: 

attended and through contacts 
she had: made in town/! Select 
Board Chair Nelson Brownell 
and Health Officer James Gilbert 
said they thought people are sim
ply relieved the tannery itself is 
finally being cleaned up: 

Simon has been to the area 
numerous times over the last few 
months, introducing herself to 

.resident*. .."It's good ..to be_ 
involved, good to be concerned," 
said Simon. Many times resi
dents raise issues the agency is 
unaware of, she said, helping to 
create a more accurate assess
ment. 

North Pownal resident Jerrold' 
Lubeck, whose home lies near a 
tannery lagoon, was concerned 
about the long-term effects on the 
area's water and the dust that 
would be 'created during the 
demolition of the buildings, for 
instance. 

The health assessment, which 
will take about a year to compile, 
will not be the last word on the 
issue. Simon assured him. With 
the cleanup of the lagoons still in 
the planning stage, the agency 
would continue to collect data 
and reevaluate its analysis on an 
ongoing basis, she said. 

Meetings, such as last night's. 

allow residents to talk one- on-
one to agency representatives 
about.i$sues they'may bereticent'.' 
to bring up in an open meeting, 
she said. Informatioq gleaned, 
through* discussing health issues;.. 
goes both ways: To add to data 
being compiled on the area, and 
to educate people about possible' y 
health' risks? •( 

"A.fafqf calculating of expo 
sure i  s determined by what we. 
take 'in'' (information)," said' 
Simon. - . 

Education is a major part of 
the agency's work, said Commu
nity - Involvement Specialist 
Maria Teran-Maclver. "It's our 
job to educate the community," 
she said, while working closely 
with local and state health offi
cials. 

The agency works only in an 
advisory capacity, said Teran-
Maclver, and does not have the 
funds or legal authority to do 
cleanups or provide medical care. 
It does fund studies, maintain a 
registry of exposure to hazardous 
sites, -educate communities and 
health professionals on exposure, 
and provides technical support to 
other agencies. 

The agency was created as part 
of the Environmental Protection 
Act and advises the EPA on haz
ardous waste sites. The agency 
also provides assessments, stud-:. 
ies and educational programs io'  -
cominunities'anaVresponds'to cit-
izen-COTwras^about-other-areas,--
she explained. • 

"It's our job to make sure com
munities know what we're doing 
and give people a chance to air 
their concerns," said Teran-
Maclver. 

The health assessment will 
include data collected by the 
agency,, the EPA .and various 
local, state and federal health 
information. A rough draft will 
be available for public comment 
prior to a final draft, said Simon. 

Residents who have questions 
or concerns about possible expo
sure are encouraged to get in 
touch with Simon or Maclver. 
Maclver can be reached by call
ing toll-free 1-888-422-8737. 
Simon can be reached at 1-617-
918-1492. The agency website is 
w w w . a t s d r . c d c . g o v / 
<http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/> 

Residents can also leave mes
sages on the bulletin board at 
DJ's Country Store in North 
Pownal. 

i : 

• .  ' "  • 



seksgkNATO airstrikes. action would continue until it was clear State Department spokesman keeping force; 
&fe"nthough the draft appeared to sig- the plan was being implemented. • the safe and fr 
1 a victory for NATO, President Clin- "We must be cautious ... until Serb Albanian refugees 
n and other U.S. officiate reacted cau- forces begin a verifiable withdrawal Russian envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin and past months 
tusly, waiting for signs that Milosevic from Kosovo," he said. Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari, rer>. '.. ;"• substantial aut< 
3uld begin pulling his troops out and NATO jets roared over Belgrade even resenting the European Union. ' The draft wouk 
low the return of more than 855,000 as Russian and European envoys Milosevic's Socialist Party said it sup- sevic weaker than 
fugees. wrapped up talks with Yugoslav leaders. ports the peace plan because "it brings sentatives rejected 
In the meantime, NATO's bombing "Yugoslavia accepts the document for establishment of peace and a halt to the February, and Man 
mpaign continued,- with airstrikes peace, brought by .the highest representa- i ffjminal b^rnhJBg."  ' . ' '. 'Then, talk was 
ported in Kosovo and elsewhere lives of the. European Union and Rus- "•„ But &6:rin.Q\fft effectively .means the security forces-! n 
lursday night. sia," the official Tanjug news agency Yugoslav government capitulates on all But the latest pe; 
Though cloaked in language meant to .said following talks between Milosevic, major Western demands to end the Koso- Yugoslav forces tc 

Downal may 
eceive EPA 

rant 
W H Y DANIELS .*. 
MWriter . . ' . _ • . Xf : 
FOWNAL — Pownal.pay be one of the 

rsHOwns'irJ'liiie fdraiie'w grant initiative 
om the U.S. Environmental Protection 
gency. • 
The Recycling Initiative Grant, which 

is not been officially announced yet, will 
ve towns up to $100,000 to fund feasibil
i studies for potential reuse of Superfund 
tes. 
"Our priority has been clean-ups," Leslie 

icVickars, EPA remedial project manager 
a the Pownal Tanning Company, told the 
elect Board Thursday night. "Now we're 
ying to move forward and maximize our 
lministrative authority and jump-start 
•ese things/' • "_, ::. . " 
A lot of the problem with "recycling" 

mtaminated sites is the stigma attached to 
em';^o:pii6fie p J f t i y a i ^ e n i l '  i 

with these. siRSS ĵ said Me Vjckars 
of ront^nilhation|iid -ukbijny cph

. iu£BEAis'hopjfigthfenewprbgram' 
iing piloted .wili help\p%ns and property 
wners put the cleaned sites to productive 
i e , s h  e s a i d ; . ' '-• _•'.., ":"•••' 
The tannery met ay the; criteria for the 

;w grant and MeVickars Volunteered it for 
e pilot program. Only one or two sites 
om each of the 10 EPA regions are being 
a forward for consideration, she said. 
In addition to funding, the'EPA will also 

dictate peer.assistarice from other munic
alities that have foiincCiyayi to reuse once 
)andone4i^d, br/md^tht<echnical assis
nceftio& experts^"in'flit ffel'd,-sb.evsaid 
The fbvifhi could look at multi-use prb-
;sals for" the entire site,'or concentrate on 
particular parcel, such, as the lagoons, 
ithin the toniplex;:sag-SicVickars. The 
iea^could be usedipr^aDfields, tennis 
lints,; an > industriaj,^^k ,.or municipal 

g ^ g g ^ 
The EPA would re^^&Stitutipnal con
3l to ensure the area, once cleaned and 
ipped, would not be; reopened, she said, 
ftm couldn't put hi a building with a deep 
;llar... or put in wells," she explained. 
The sticking point may be the ownership 

Please see EPA, page 4 

y ^ r l J j g ^  ̂  ne> 
Banning ton Community Park In his 'omit former "brickyard." TheI'Parkj' foiiowjh^ Ha second' "anj 
day of construction, faces a crisis.The needed volunteers have still not come put and cop-, he; 
structlon officials say If enough people do not come out by today, parts of the park may 6e; 
cut although the funds to pay:torthem flre In place. For morei toe stories on page 8 and 9. 
:'" ' :tii '' •"•"' ' " V" ' ' ' ' * •"' ' ' "' ' '? 



EPA team

cleans up 
in Pownal 
JAMES THERMEN 
BANNER STAFF WRITER 

POWNAL — An emergency 
waste removal team from the 
federal Environmental Protection 
Agency has set up shop at the 
former Pownal Tanning Co. site 
and will perform testing and 
remove hazardous materials 
from the closed factory. 

Team supervisor Lisa Danek 
said a waste testing and removal 
firm hired by the EPA will be at 
the site for one to two months, 
removing barrels of potentially 
hazardous material and testing 
for the presence of asbestos, 
PCBs and other materials. 

Funding for the work will 
come from federal Superfund 
allocations, Danek said. The 
project has an estimated budget 
of $250,000 to cover the site 
work, on-site and laboratory 
testing, removal and disposal of 
hazardous materials, and related 
work. 

She said the federal govern- Stma Tberries 

ment might later seek reim- Usa Danek Is supervising an EPA emergency waste removal team at 
bursement for the work from the former Pownal Tanning Co. site. The team will be testing for and 
parties determined to be respon- removing hazardous materials from the site. 
sible for the hazardous waste, 
such as principals in the bank- such as removal of barrels of appears to be loose asbestos in 
rupt tannery business. hazardous materials. As an ex- piles in the plant, Danek said. 

Danek said funding for theample, she said the contractor, Thirteen turbines at the plant's 
current project will not come OHM Corporation Environmen- . electricity generation facility will 
from $370,000 the State of tal Services of Hopkinton, be tested for the presence of 
Vermont was awarded in a court Mass., will test any materials PCBs, once used as in lubricants 
settlement announced in Janu- found in the vacant factory in a but now banned as a carcinogen. 
ary, stemming from a suit the special equipment trailer that has The facility is at the mill dam 
state Attorney General's office been set up next to an office near the south end of the ram-
brought against tannery officers trailer at the site. bling brick and concrete block 
over waste cleanup costs. That Further testing of the materials structure, which began as a tex

tile mill and was converted to amoney is earmarked for future will also be performed at labo- tannery some three decades ago. testing of tannery dumping la
goons and a nearby landfill, well 

ratories, Danek said, and a de- Wastes at the property, which is termination will be made on how 
water testing and cleanup work to dispose of the wastes and on the bank of the Hoosac 
relating to any river, groundwa- where. The wastes in the several Riyer, are associated with tan
ter or similar contamination that barrels, which appear to be re- ning process. 
might be found. lated to the tanning process, will The half-dozen members of 

eventually be sent to a hazardous the EPA crew also will investi- • 
Work on determining the ex- waste landfill, she said. gate whether a hazard exists at *J 

tent of such environmental 
The equipment trailer contains 

the five lagoon areas, where 
damage and how it should be there is evidence of trespassing, 
dealt with is slated to begin in protection gear, respirators, Danek said. A determination will 
earnest this year, under the di- showers for use after crew be made on whether to fence off 
rection of another EPA office. members work with the wastes the three currently unfenced la-
That work will lead to a deter- and similar features. The EPA goons. -.??,
mination of whether the North also may rent other equipment as Danek said the EPA emer-tPownal site should be placed on needed, the supervisor said, and gency response team was re^j 
a national waste cleanup priority might hire local contractors for quested after the federal agency-
list. certain work. was notified of the presence or,, 

Danek said her team focuses In addition to waste in barrels the barrels and other mater" 
instead on immediate cleanup and other containers, the crew by the Vermont Agency of 

ural Rpsnurrpc "!* problems found at a waste site. will test and disnose of what 
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Pownal to receive $100,000 for tannery site evaluation 

Saturday July 24, 1999 

By Erik Arvidson 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 

POWNAL, Vt. — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced yesterday that the town will 
receive up to $100,000 to plan for the redevelopment of the contaminated former Pownal Tanning 
Co. site off Route 346. 

The funds will pay for an assessment by the town of possible reuse plans for the 28-acre tannery 
site, which is listed on the EPA's National Priorities List of Super-fund waste sites, officials said. 

The announcement comes as EPA engineers have started removing asbestos and decontaminating 
the tannery mill complex in preparation for having the structures demolished later this summer. 

Pownal is one of 10 communities in the country receiving planning assistance grants totaling $1 
million under the Superfund program, agency officials said. 

"The $97,000 we applied for will help us plan for this community's future, and will help facilitate 
redevelopment of the site, which will bring tax dollars back into this town," said Selectmen 
Chairman Nelson Brownell. 

Meanwhile, the $8 million initial cleanup phase of the tannery site has been under way for several 
weeks, and officials expect demolition work to begin the second week of August, according to 
Richard T. Leighton, EPA's remediation construction manager. 

Workers are stripping roofing material containing asbestos, as well as parts of a boiler and pipes, 
also containing asbestos, Leighton said. 

Contaminated material in the floors and on fixtures in the northern portion of the mill complex is 
also being removed, Leighton said. 

Workers wearing protective suits are also overpacking between 50 and 60 55-gallon drums, the 
majority being empty but some containing an unknown material that is potentially hazardous, 
Leighton said. 

Fluorescent lights containing mercury vapors, which may also contain polychlorinated biphenyis, or 
PCBs, are also being removed, according to Leighton. 

"The whole idea is to essentially allow us when we take the building down to take the material off 
as construction debris to a landfill," Leighton said. 

According to Leighton, concerns about the historic value of the old mill prompted the EPA to sign a 
memorandum of agreement with the Vermont Historic Preservation Commission. 

"The National Historic Preservation Act implies that if you take an adverse action on something 
eligible For the historic register, you have to take steps to mitigate that adverse action," Leighton 
said. 

I ol"2 8/2/99 2:21 P!V 



ror tannery site evaluation http://search.newschoice.com/nebe/.. .al/99-07-24_pownaltannery724b2 

The EPA has agreed to hire a historic preservation consultant to photodocument both the interior 
and exterior of the mill before it is demolished. "The consultant will evaluate the mill's activities in 
the complex and related activities and put it in the context of other activities in the state of 
Vermont. Not just the building, but the building in its proper context with the community," Leighton 
said. 

Concurrent with the demolition, the on-site landfill, which contains contaminated sludge and soil, 
will be studied for an eventual capping later this year, Leighton said. 

The cap, which the tanning company installed before it went bankrupt a decade ago, is unfinished, 
allowing rainwater to seep through the contaminants in the landfill and into the ground below. As 
part of the long-term remediation of the site, the groundwater and the heavily contaminated 
lagoon system near the mill will be studied, Leighton said. 

The lagoon system, where wastes were dump to allow solids to settle, is expected to be the target 
of a subsequent cleanup effort. 

Please check out our featured link(s) above: 

© 1998 by MediaNews Group, Inc. and Pittsfield Publications, Inc. 
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Vermont tannery receives grant 
POWNAL/Vt. (AP) — Pownal has received $100,000 from 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to study new uses for 
a contaminated tannery, site. . 

Now town officials will study ways to reclaim the 28-acre 
Pownal Tanning Co., which was added to the EPA's Superfund list 
earlier this year. 

EPAofficials said Pownal is.the first town in New England to 
receive one of the EPA's planning grants, which are designed to 
help areas find new uses for Superfund sites. 

"It's a really exciting time to be on the select board of Pownal, 
especially with all the positive work going on at the tannery," said 
select board member Laura Rosse. "We're really thankful to be 
part of the EPA's pilot program." 

The Pownal Tannery was added to the EPA's list of National 
Priorities, better known as the Superfund list, on Jan. 11. 

From 1937 to its closure in 1988, the tannery specialized in 
chrome tanning of sheepskins. Waste products, including toxic 
metals and dioxins^ were discharged into open lagoons near the 
building and the nearby Hoosick River. The company declared 
bankruptcy and closed down-in 1988. - _ 

The 19th-century mill and its hydroelectric plant have sat idle 
since then. 

In March, the EPA approved an $8 million plan to clean the 
tannery's grounds, decontaminating some buildings and demol
ishing others. Contaminated soils and sludge under the building 
will be excavated and disposed of in a landfill at the tannery. 

Town officials in Pownal don't yet have plans for the site, 
though they have discussed the possibility of using il as a river 
recreational area or a light industry zone. 

"We are very happy to be one of EPA's pilot communities," 
said Pownal Select Board Chairman Nelson Brownell. "The 
$97,000 we applied for will help us plan for this community's 
future, and will help facilitate redevelopment of the site which 
will bring tax dollars back into this town." 

/ 
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Pownal Receives Environmental Grant 
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS declared bankruptcy and closed down in decontaminating some buildings and de-

POWNAL, Vt. — Pownal has received 1988. molishing others. Contaminated soils and 

SI00,000 from the. U.S. Environmental The 19th-century mill and its hydro- sludge under the building will be excavat-

Protection Agency to study new uses for a electric plant have sat idle since then. ed and disposed of in a landfill at the tan-

contaminated tannery site. In March, the EPA approved an $8 mil- nery. 

Now town officials will study ways to lion plan to clean the tannery's grounds, 
reclaim the 28-acre Pownal Tanning Co., 
which was added lo the EPA's Superfund 
list earlier this year.. 

EPA officials said Pownal is the first 
town in New England to receive one of the 
EPA's planning grants, which are designed 
to help areas find new uses for Superfund 
sites. 

"It's a really exciting time to be on the 
select board of Pownal, especially with all 
the positive work going on at the tannery," 
•said select board member Laura Rosse. 
"We're really thankful to be part of the 
EPA's pilot program." 

The Pownal Tannery was added to the 
EPA's- list of National Priorities, better 
known as the Superfund tisl. on Jan. 11. 

From 1937 to its closure in 1988, the 
tannery specialized in'chrome tanning of 
sheepskins. Waste products, including 
toxic metals and dioxins, were discharged 
into open lagoons near the building and 

Vjhe nearby Hoosick River. The company i 
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Tannejry to get

$100^000 grant

First EPA fu ding of its kind in N.E. 
TAMMY OANIELS 

i 

POWNAL - nal became ihe first town in New 
England to receive \ SI00,000 planning grant from the 
U.S. Environmental ?rotection Agency Friday. 

The T»M. Jd  p the town tum the contaminatedino itiunv/ wililll
28-acre Pownal Tanning Co. sice into someihing produc
tive. 

The long-idle tar was named "a Superfund sitei  h 
January and was noipJnaled for (he new grant last month 

Redevelopment Initiative isThe EPA's Supe fund
designed to aid areas in finding new uses for Superfund 

Jt sites. 
No firms plans hi ve been made for the Nonh Pownal 

tannery site, though IS use as a river recreational area or a 
light industry zone r as been discussed. 

The old tannery net all the criteria for the federal ini
tiative, said Leslie ijticVickars. EPA project manager for 
ihe tannery clean-u[i Only one or two sites in each of the 
10 EPA regions werd nominated for the pilot program, she 
said. ] 

"We are very hap iy to be one of EPA's pilol communi
Select Board Chairman Nelsonlies." said Pown .1

Brownell. "The $97 ,000 we applied Tor will help us plan 
for this community' future, and wiir help facilitate rede-

Please see TANNERY, Page 4A 



EPA begins cleanup at lannery

Federal monies obtained for redevelopment of Pownal site 

JtiL 26 IS9S 
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By Michael J. Card f 
Trucks and tractors lead the bustle of activ

y at the former Pownal Tannery in North 
ownal, Vu, part of an effort to complete the 
ret phase of an $8 million Superfund project 
tat will decontaminate the area of toxic ma-
rials, before razing che buildings on ihe site. 
And last Friday prospects got even better 

ir the Superfund site, when the U.S. Envi-
Hunental Protection Agency (EPA) listed 
ownal as one of 10 SuperfuncTsiies nation-
•ide that will receive S 100,000 in planning 
instance funds to study potential reuse op
ortunities for the site. 

Leslie MeVickar, at the EPA office in Bos
n, sa^s the redevelopment investigation, 
aided through a new program called (he 
iperfund Redevelopment Initiative, will 
igin this fall with the hiring of a consultant, 
it that much of the input should come from 
cal residents, as ihe Boston-based agency 
wld only make "a generic recommenda

m" about what would be best for North 
jwnal. 
In a recent press release, Pownal Select 

oard Chairman Nelson Biownell said of the 
•development project, "It's exciting to be 
ivolved with this pilot program. We have 
lade good progress with reuse of gasoline
xUaminaled sites herein Vermont, but former 
tanufacturing facilities like the Pownal Tan
ery have proved to be a bigger challenge, 
uccessful. reuse of the tannery will provide 
n excellent model for future projects, both in 
'ermont and nationwide." 
Other changes have occurred since the 

Icanup plan was released and approved this 
ast March. Originally, it was thought that 
•nly the northern building was to be demol
shed, but McVickar said yesterday they found 
hat all buildings are considered structurally 
jisound, and will be torn down as well. 

Rick Leighton, EPA's remediation con

k struction manager, who has been on the site for the past week 
coordinating the cleanup, confirmed that the three main 
buildings - the north, central and block buildings - will be 
demolished this fall, but two smaller buildings adjacent to the 
property, the screen building and the lagoon building, will be 
demolished if money is available. If not done this year, 
Leighton says' they are still on the list of priorities in the 
project. 

Another part of the project that got moved back into a less 
serious category—therefore to be delayed until a later phase 

\ of the project—is the removal of sludges in thenearby lagoon 
area, which was used as a leachatefor the fonner tannery's 
wasiewater. 

The project has been in the planning phase for years, and 
Leighton said the people of Pownal have been"very patient in 
waiting to get this eyesore off their map." 

The tannery, which was usedfrom 1937 to 1988 as a tanning 
operation for cowhide and sheephide, before 1962disposed of 
all its wastewater directly into the Hoosic River, which runs 
along the south sideof the building. In 1962, the tannery began 
to process its wastewaier by disposing it in a series of selling 
lagoons, where the water would presumably separate from 
hazardous materials before trickling back into the river. The 
contaminated sludge thai resulted from this process was 
eventually disposed of in an on-siie landfill, which was 
constructed in 1982. 

After 1988, when ihe tannery owners filed bankruptcy, ihe 
buildings sat unused. By 1993,ihe EPAhadvisiied the siieand 
completed a Preliminary Assessment/Site Investigation and 
approved a Time-Critical Removal Action, which allowed ii 
to remove some 13,000 pounds of contaminated sludge from 
the lagoon system, ' . 

By 1995, the EPA had gone through and collected samples 
of ground water, soil, sediment surface water and leachate 

: samples. It found dangerously high concentrations of several • 
metals, dioxins and semi-volatile compounds. These include 
arsenic (over 40 limes the legal amount in pans per million), 
lead (1.2 limes as much), benzopyrene (180 times), 
benzo(b)flouranihene (25 times), dioxins (1.2 times), and 

- benzo(k.)anthracene (25 limes), to name a few. 
At this point, most of the materials that could be disposed 

of easily have been removed. "The work's been going on here 
for several motuhs already. We're near the end of ihe prelimi
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TAMMY DANIELS But any self-consciousness 
Staff Writer cv\ disappeared quickly Thursday 

POWNAL — Pownal residents night as board members got down 
will finally get a chance to see to business, ignoring the camera 
their elected officials in action. and microphones set up along the 

u> \C 
But only those who know how to long table they use. Select Board 
set their VCRs — or those with Chairman Nelson Brownell did 
insomnia — can catch the broad- admit to a haircut before the first 
cast. broadcast, though. 

That's because last Thursday So, for those who still have 
night's meeting of the Select that blinking "12:00" on their 
Board will be shown at 3 a.m. VCRs, the Select Board approved 
Tuesday morning. a bid of $8,000 to complete shell 

Not exactly prime time. But construction of a town garage and 

viewership should improve once made appointments to town 

the new show goes live and gets a offices. 

better slot, along with established Bill Hayes was reappointed 
hits like the Bennington and forest warden, and Dave Thomas 
Shaftsbury Select Board meet- .and Anson Mason were reap
ings. pointed to the Zoning Board. For-

For at least the next month, mer Select Board member Henry 

though, the taped board meetings Strohmaier was named to the 

will be trapped in the late-night Planning Commission. Maude 

netherworld of infomercials and Dickinson and Judy Greenawalt 

psychics. were named town health agents; 
Dorothy Kimball, E-911 coordi-

Select Board members decided nator; Casey Mattison, Nelson 
to fast track the CAT-TV broad- Brownell and Alan Strobridge, 
casts after voters overwhelmingly fence viewers; Sheri Carter, 
approved a ballot article to broad- JoAnne Miller and Tina Duval, 
cast the meetings — and the town recreation board; Craig 
funds to do it —. at March Town Odell, emergency management 
Meeting. The article gave the coordinator; Joel Burrington Sr., 
board until May 4. sign administrator; Amy Moore 

Adelphia Cable will hook up and Stefan Strohmaier, Benning
the town offices to allow live ton County Regional Commis-
Hroadca^s in the near future. sion representatives; and David 

Several Select Board members Dence Sr., inspector of shingles.-. 
said they were a little leery of Nine residents were named to 
appearing on camera. the reuse assessment steering 

1 committee — Justin Taylor, 
Linda Leonard, Linda and Jay 
Sciarrapa, Jon Peaslee, Don 
Prouty, Gerry Lubeck, Alan Stro
bridge and Cindy Brownell — to 
plan a new use for the former 
Pownal Tanning Co. property. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency awarded the town a 
$100,000 grant as pan of a pilot 
program to aid municipalities in 
developing former Superfund 
sites. The EPA is entering the sec
ond phase of the estimated $20 

i million clean-up of the polluted 
Nonh Pdwinil area. 

I 
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Pownal reviews conceptual 
wastewater system plans


TAMMY DANIELS 
Staff Writer 

POWNAL — Town officials 
were given the conceptual plans 
last week for a state of the art 
wastewater systefm in North Pow
nal. 

The treatment facility for the 
estimated $13 million system 
would include some of the newest 
technologies and will be built to 
allow expansion, said Don 
Phillips, a consulting engineer 
wiih Forcier and Aldrich Associ
ates, the company planning the 
town system. 

"I feel really good about the 
location and the size," he said. 
"This site will last the town of 
Pownal 100 years." 

The proposed location .for the 
plant is where the former Pownal 
Tanning Company's lagoons now 
exist, between Route 346 and the 
Hoosic River. It would be situat
ed by a bend in the river, freeing 
up more acreage at the site for 
•.'theruses, said Phillips. 

The lagoons, used to leach and 
contain toxic materials used by 
the defunct tannery, will be part 
of ihe Superfund clean-up of the 
site. The Environmental Protec
tion Agency^ tore down and 
trucked away the tannery build
ing in North Pownal last year. 

The EPA is presently doing 
tests at the lagoons in preparation 
for that phase of the clean-up. 

A sewer committee, made up 
of town residents, chose the site 
to dovetail with the EPA's ongo
ing operations and the work of a 
tannery reuse assessment com
mittee that's funded by an EPA 
grant. The sewer committee's 
work, and planning by Forcier 

and Aldrich, is funded by a 
$150,000 bond voters passed last 
year. 

Nearly 90 percent of the fund
ing for the system should come 
from state and federal grants, said 
Select Board Chairman Nelson 
Brownell. Town officials plan to 
aggressively pursue other fund
ing options as well, said 
Brownell. "We're trying to come 
as close as possible to the actual 
cost." 

It would be up to voters LO 

approve a final plan and cost for 
the proposed wastewater system. 

The central facility will handle 
wastewater from the densely pop
ulated areas of the town: north, 
south and central Pownal. 

The town is presently undta 
orders by Vermont's Agency of 
Natural Resources to stop the 
flow of raw sewage into the 
Hoosic River in North Pownal. 
Individual septic systems in sev
eral areas of the town have been 
failing as well. 

The central facility for the sys
tem would include offices, stor
age, and waste treatment areas. It 
would also take advantage of new 
forms of composting, turning 
solid wastes into "clean" mulch 
for landscaping use. Liquid 

waste, once it's been filtered of 
phosphates and bacteria, will dis
charge into the Hoosic River. 

To get a better grasp of the 
conceptual plans, town officials 
are planning a day-long tour of 
some of the newer and refur
bished wastevater facilities in the 
state, including Wilmington and 
Plainfield. 

The bus tour is planned for Sat
urday, June 24. Any town resident 
wishing to join the Select Board 
and committee members on the 
tour should contact Linda Scia
rappa at the town office week
days after 12:30 p.m. Enough 
space is available for a limited 
number of citizens. Preference 
will be given to North Pownal 
•residents. 
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Tannery clean-up

nears completion

TAMMY DANIELS 
Staff Writer 

NORTH POWNAL - The 
Superfund clean-up of the Pow
nal Tanning Co. complex is 
almost complete. 

The building, a polluted eye
sore for many years, was torn 
down last year by the Environ
mental Protection Agency. 
Parts of the facility were 
trucked away and other detritus 
from the demolition sealed into 
the refurbished tannery landfill 
across the river. 

"We're not leaving it in a 
park condition, but as close as 
possible," said EPA Project 
Manager Leslie McVickars. 
"We are leaving it in a clean 
condition." 

The narrow footprint of the 
former building lies between 
Route 346 and the Hoosic 
River. A grassy slope_ will 
extend from the old set of rail
louti tracks on the properly 
down to the river and an access 
road will be built into the site. 
The tracks will be left in place, 
»;iid McVickars. 

The site will be loamed and 
seeded with grass this fall. 

A handrail of pipe and wood 
will be installed for safely 
along the water. 

To the south, a deteriorating 
concrete wall will be replaced 
by a stony slope. The present 
chain link fence separating the 
property from the still-used 
Guilford railroad tracks will be 
removed from the northern end 
of the properly. At the south end 
(if ihe site, ihc fVnce will be left 

in place because of steep drop 
to the tracks below. 

Samples are still being taken 
around the area, including 
behind the dam at the south end 
of the property. The results are 
expected in July. 

The tannery warehouse on 
Route 346, which is still being 
used, may have "hot spots" that 
will have to be dealt with, said 
McVickars. Hides were stored 
under the building at some 
point and that could have 
caused contamination, she said. 

The hydroelectric plant and 
the dam over the river will stay. 
The plant is part of a .6 acre 
parcel owned outright by Con
necticut businessman Jan 
Exman, who also holds the 
mortgage on the tannery prop
erty. 

The plant is in poor condition 
and hasn't operated in yearst 

said McVic^sr*. BtH the agency 
is not planning on dealing with 
either the plant or the dam, she 
said. 

A marker documenting ihe 
history of the tannery, including 
its role in the changing of child 
labor laws in the United States, 
will be installed as part of a 
deal stcuck with Vermont His
torical Society. The tannery was 
considered an important histori
cal building, but its condition 
precluded attempts at preserva
tion. 

Instead, the building was 
thoroughly documented inside 
and out by the state and the 
EPA so its part in the history of 
the state won't he forgotten. 
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NORTH POWNAÎ  VL — The 
ite is a lush wilderness: Birds 
weep through the trees, bullfrogs 
>eUowforth from ponds thick with 
lattails. To the west runs the fast-
flowing Hoosic River, 

A visitor might believe the area is 
untouched wetlands, or even a 
wildlife preserve. But a locked gate 
discourages entry and signs warn 
the casual walker away. 

- Underneath fee ponds lurks a 
I stew of chemicals and heavy met
als, waste from the-'defunct Pownal 
Tanning Company. • 

"There's chromium and insecti
cides, like DDT ... ," said Leslie 
McVickars, waving her hand 
toward a small lagoon last week. 

McVickars, project manager for 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency's Superfund cleanup of the 
site, led a citizen's committee 
researching the reuse of the site 
and engineers for the project on a 
walkingtour of the area. 

There's a roster of contaminates 
in the multiple lagoons that lie 
between the railway and the river, 
just north of the now-demolished 
tannery complex. 

"It's primarily heavy metals and 
ow levels of dioxin," said 
McVickars. 

The good news is that there 
appears to be a layer of clay under 
the sludge in several lagoons. The 
clay would minimize seepage into 
the ground underneath, and make 
removal of the sludge easier, she 
said. 

Private wells in the area haven't 
shown any evidence of contamina
tion, said McVickars. 

The lagoons were created in the 
1970s to contain the chemical 
waste sludge from the tanning of 
hides. But that early attempt.in 
environmental conservatism creat
ed its own host of problems. 

ny*s compliance wiS newly passed 
regulations of the period. : 

When water in the lagoon 
reached a certain level, it was sim
ply pumped straight into the. near
by rivei; said McVickars. 

The EPA is presently studying 
the site in preparation of work on 
the lagoons, me next phase in the 
Superfund cleanup of the tannery. 

How the EPA deals with the 
lagoons will parfly depend on what 
the town wantsto do with the site. 

The federal agency is working 
closely with a re-use assessment 
steering committee, made up of cit
izens and Pownal select board 
members.'The town received a 
grant through the EPA, one of the 
first of its kind in the nation, to aide 
in utilizing the scenic, but polluted, 
acres. 

That project; in turn, is tied into 
another town initiative — the con
struction of a wastewater treat
ment plant to eliminate waste from 
North Pownal nowflowing into the 
river and easethe strain on failing 
sepiic systems, ni the densest areas 
of the town. ''*' 

The tannery lagoons are the opti
mum site for the treatment plant, 
leaving plenty of room for other 
uses, such as recreational areas or 
a combination of recreation and 
commercial uses, say town leaders. 

But in creating the toxic ponds, 
the tannery also created a wetland 
that now has to be protected, said 
McVickars. That means if one or 
more of the lagoons is eliminated, it 
will have to be recreated else
where. 

A preliminary survey shows a 
number of residants are interested 
in trails by the river and possibly a 
boat launch, said Alison Church, an 
engineer with Greenman-Bederson 
Inc. of Albany, N.Y. and planner for 

thereuse committee. 
"They wantto keep it low. key." 
Others have expressed interest 

in openfieldsfor athletics, painted 
out Don Prouty, a member of the 
committee. 

Church said there could be some 
flexibility in dealing with me wet
lands, depending on what the state 
deems necessary. 

That means by the end of the 
yeas state and federal agencies and 
theto wn will haveto tryto combine 
different needs — a wastewater 
facility, wetlands protection, envi
ronmeatal restoration and commu
nity desires — into a unified vision. 

Thefinal result could be several 
years away, warned McVickars. 
But, she said, "mere's a lot we can 
doto get it (the lagoons) into a pos
itive condition where you can do 
what you need to. We want to hear 
from you." 

The reuse assessment committee 
also wants plenty of input from 
town residents. 

A public meeting to discuss pos
sible uses of the lagoon area is 
scheduled for July 12 at 7 p  m at 
the North Pownal fire house. 
Representatives from the EPA will 
be on hand as well. 

The detritus of an old pump
house in the back of one lagoon is a 
chilling reminder of the poorly 9f\thought-out solution to the compa
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NEWBXSLANDNEWSCUPAGE on survey for Pownal Tannery 
TAMMY DANIELS 
Staff Writer 

BENNINGTON — Recre
ational facilities are at the top of 
the list of possible uses of the for
mer Pownal Tanning Co. site, 
according to a preliminary survey 
by the town's reuse assessment 
steering committee. 

Alison Church, planner for the 
project and engineer with Green-
man-Pederson Inc., explained the 
results to more than 30 townspeo
ple at a public hearing Wednes
day night. 

Nearly 1,000 surveys listing 
possible uses for the tannery were 
sent out through the elementary 
and middle school, mailed or 
picked up at DJ's Country Store. 

Fewer than 200 people 
responded to the survey, some 
through telephone interviews. A 
little more than 100 surveys came 
back out of 900 passed through 
the schools. The surveys weren't 
ready until the last week of 
school, and that probably 
accounted for the poor response, 
said Church:• 

But those residents who did 
respond put boating, canoeing, 
fishing and walking areas as their 
top choices for the tannery. Thai 
was followed closely by trails for 
skiing and biking, picnic areas 
and lawn games, and an ice skat
ing rink. 

Of the 78 adults who complet
ed the surveys, lawn and picnick
ing areas came out on top, said 
Church. The town's children 
opted for the higher-activity 
options, including the ice rink. 

Other options on the list 
included municipal services, 
including the planned wastewater 
plant, commercial, industrial, 

Adults who completed the surveys opted lawn and 
picnicking areas came out on top, said Church. The 
town's children opted for the higher-activity options, 

including the ice rink. 

educational and housing possibil
ities. 

The tannery, including .the 
lagoons, wetlands created by the 
company to contain run off from 
the tanning process, is now 
undergoing a Superfund clean-up 
under the direction of the Envi
ronmental Protection Ajency^ 
The wetlands could be a sticking 
point for any reuse project, and 
the town and state are in ongoing 
discussions about their future, 
said Church. 

The agency gave the town a 
$100,000 grant this year to 
explore reuse options at the site, 
part of a new program to encour
age putting Superfund areas back 
into community use. 

The EPA will bring the site 
back up to the present standards. 
in North Pownal, which is mostly 
zoned residential, but a lot 
depends "on which direction the 
town wants to move forward," 
said Leslie McVickar, EPA pro
ject manager. 

Right now, the town doesn't 
have a lot of specific locations 
zoned for industrial use, 
explained Select Board Chairman 
Nelson BrownelL Instead, a con
ditional use permit is used, giving 
the community more leeway in 
deciding how to use the area and 
more voice in how to use it, he 
said. 

"If you go through conditional 
use, people can come in to hear

ings and restrictions can be put 
in," he said. 

The wastewater treatment 
plant, while not getting a lot votes 
on the survey, is still being 
planned with the tannery in mind. 

The state of the art facility 
would use minimal space and 
shouldn't interfere with recre
ational uses. 

A tour of similar plants in Ver
mont turned up several towns that 
put recreation and wastewater 
facilities side by side, including 
Montpelier, said Brownell. ^\ h 

"I think it was very infor^-?. 
rive,", said Pownalite PenelpjSe? 
Fehr of the meeting. "But;;Jfhe 
consultants didn't get as|mnch , 
input as they wanted." ' & ^ ^ ;  t i 

OOne woman complaiaeL, T.%^ 
the committee hadn't d6ne ' 
enough to reach more people in 
the town,' especially those with no 
children in the schools. 

Church and Russell Ryan, an 
engineer with Forcier Aldrich and 
Associates, said the survey was 
just preliminary and more exten
sive outreach in the town would 
be done. 

"We need that input, we really 
do, to make the right decisions," 
said Brownell. 

The meeting will be broadcast 
tonight on CAT-TV at 7:30 p.m. 

Two more public meetings, 
including one on Aug. 30r.wilI be 
held before a final decision on the 
site is made. 
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TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF 

GRAFTON — In a minor set
back at the Fisherville Mill site, 
officials have now found lead 
contamination there and must 
await testing before continuing 
the cleanup. 

According to David J. Dun
ham, the executive director of 
the Central Massachusetts Eco
nomic Development Authority, 
the agency that owns the site. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency officials detected the 
lead in the ash there about a 
week ago. 

"It's not screaming high lev
els of lead, but it's there," said 
Mr. Dunham. 

The Aug. 3 fire reduced the old 
textile mill to a jumble of bricks 
and tangle of metal and granite. 
Crews working for the state De
partment of Environmental 
Protection and EPA, have been 
on the site performing the ini
tial stage of the cleanup. 

While testing material at the 
site, EPA officials discovered a 
minimal concentration of lead 
within ttio' ash, Mr. Dunham 
said, about 5.75 parts per mil
lion. The state's acceptable 
standard is 5.0 parts per million, 
he said. The lead is likely the 
remnant of lead paint used at 
the mill. 
EXCEEDED LIMIT 

EPA officials are continuing 
to test the ash, he said, because 
one pile was found to contain an 
acceptable concentration of 
lead, while another exceeded 
that limit. Therefore it is not 
clear yet whether a lead cleanup 
will be needed. 

If so, however, removal of the 
lead will neither be costly nor 
complicated, Mr. Dunham said. 

"It shouldn't make a signifi
cant difference," he said. 

Lead is found

at Fisherville

Setback for mill cleanup


The lead contaminants can be 
disposed of in one of two ways, 
he said. The material can be 
treated with a cement slurry, 
which removes the leaching 
characteristics of the lead, and 
then hauled away at about $60 to 
$70 per ton. Or it can be removed 

6This is an obligation 
that needs to be 

carried forward.9 

DAVID J.DUNHAM 
CMEDA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

at about twice that cost per ton 
without any treatment, he said. 

He said it is not clear how 
many tons of lead-contaminated 
material there are, but that it is 
"not a large quantity." 

The discovery is a small set
back following the successful 
first phase of the cleanup. The 
EPA has finished removing as-
bestos-contaminated material 
from one corner of the site. The 
front portion ofthe^sitenqw ap
pears mostly clear, with one 
large pile of rusted metal that 
will likely be sold as scrap, Mr. 
Dunham said. 
FINANCIAL CHALLENGE 

The DEP takes over the next 
phase, which will entail devis
ing a plan to treat the ground, 
which is contaminated with tri
chloroethylene, an organic pol
lutant. 

The task at hand is to deter
mine the extent of the plume of 
that pollution, Mr. Dunham 
said. 

Though the cleanup has been 
moving along smoothly, 
CMEDA faces some uncertain
ty. The agency, which has been 
overseeing the cleanup, is near
ly out of funding, Mr. Dunham 
said. CMEDA has previously 
operated on funds generated 
from project revenue and 
grants, but is now seeking state 
funding to continue operation, 
Mr. Dunham said.Thereare two 
bills under consideration in the 
Legislature that would create 
funding for the organization, he 
said. 

"We're in a transition stage, 
but we're trying to find ways to 
keep work going on at the site," 
he said. "This is an obligation 
that needs to be carried for
ward." 
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Excavators from MaxymHIian contractors dean up the Pownal Tannery building last 
fail as part of the Superiund project. With the,buildings razed, the town must consider 
how to best use the property, which is located in the center of North Pownal, Vt. along 
Route346. • - ' • . - - •  " ••*• • •

Pownal looking to 
potential uses for the 
former Tannery site 

By Michael J. Card 
With the major cleanup efforts completed 

ai the site of the former Pownal Tannery in 
North Pownal, Vt., EPA and town officials 
are looking forward to potential uses for the 
site. They held a meeting last week to get 
input from citizens about what uses they would 
like to see for the recuperating site. 

The Pownal Tannery stood on the northeast 
bank of the Hoosic River. The site includes a 
lagoon area, a dam once used for hydroelec
tric power, easy access to Boston & Maine 
Railway tracks and a level area where the 
buildings once stood. 

• • • • •  : . .-• .  . .• •;- ' 

Select board members have already been 
• eyeing the property to establish aVastewater 
treatment center for parts of the town. At a 
recent tour, they found new treatment facility 
technology that eliminates space and smell, 
which could mean the site -would -beable to 
support a multiple use. ' . '• . 
.. The town receiveda $ 100,000 grant under 
a new EPA program to investigate potential 
uses for the site. 

At themeetingj the overwhelming response 
was to clean up the property and use it for 
recreational use, including a'canoe launch or 
picnic areas. Citizens would like an area for 
public use, although some expressed interest 
in finding business or industry to locate there. 

the initial phase of the cleanup project 
ended this spring; the EPA will continue to 
monitor the site and may have to address 
hazardous materials trapped in the lagoon 
area. J 



undergoes another review

ERICVOHR scientist witli the agency. leaking landfill th,at was being Knowles said, 
Staff Writer Knowles .said they also recom- used by the tannery to dump The EPA Is focused more on 

POWNAL - A Independent. mend extensive soil samples and waste was also cleaned up as part environmental impact, whereas 
government agency surface water samples ill,':the of this/irst phase. (he agency only looks at health 
ted its deaignaUj Hooslc River to insure (hat! the The second phase of (he pro- hazards; >FWc condiict the sepa-
Tannery SuperfW toxic chemicals that were.useq In ject will focus on six or seven rate study to erflrorti that public 

the tannery process do not pose a lagoons located along the Hooslc health is taken cart of." Knowles 
ilic heallh haiard;/.,!;. health hazard to, Pownal resi- River, Florence said. The lagoons said. >, The U.S. Aifiicy. for Toxic dents. are rcport«Mo contain chromi- The public assessment will be Substance and Disease RegUtty The Pownal tannery was shut um, arsenic, mercury, cadmium, available for review at the determined there's' a distinct1 

down In July 198? after a lengthy lead and N.trichloroethane used Solomon Wright Library begin! '['physical danger presented by'the in tanning skins, according to ning Sept 15. dam area adjacent (o the Hooslc • attempt to comply with environ-
River." :- mental standards. Knowles. The public comment period is 

The site was designated a The Environmental Protection from Sept. 15 through Oct, 15. 
; "We are going to recommend a Superfund clean-up area and the Agency previously designated the Written comments should be 
fence be constructed around the building, was torn down and site as.a human, health hazard as sent to ATSDR Chief, Program 
uld dam and around-some of the removed las; year as part of the part o  f its Sugerfund. study. Evaluation, Records and Infor
other hazardous workings of the firet, phase of the EPA Superfund But federal law requires an mation Services Branch, 1600 
old U B M ^  " said Robert program according to agency independent study to be per- Clifton Road, NB, Mailstop B-56 
Snowies, environmental heallh spokesman John Florence. A formed on all Superfund sites, Atlanta, Oa. 30333 
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Report on Pownal Tannery site a work in progress 

By Susan P. Bush 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 

POWNAL, Vt. — A health risk assessment of the former Pownal Tannery site 
released last week by the federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry should be reviewed by the public but not considered an "end-all" 
document, according to Susanne Simon, regional representative for the ATSDR. 

The report is available at the Solomon Wright Library on Church Street for review 
by the public. 

The tannery site was listed as a Superfund National Priorities List site by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency in 1998 and received federal funding of $8 
million for the demolition of the tannery building, the capping of a landfill once 
used by the tannery and excavation and reseeding of the building's surrounding 
grounds. That work began last summer and is nearing completion, according to 
EPA project supervisor Leslie MeVickar. „ , -

Supaftind revenue did not include remediation of five waste treatment lagoons that are also included as 
part of the tannery site. Me Vickar said the EPA is preparing a feasibility study that will examine 
remediation options for the lagoons and the costs of specific remedies. That report should be released in 
June, she said. . 

The public health assessment has designated the site as a public health hazard based on data gathered 
from the site during ATSDR visits in December 1998 and May 1999. ATSDR officials also met with 
townresidents in May 1999 to discuss concerns about the site. 

Among the residents' concerns were the health affects of various contaminants remaining at the former 
cattle and sheep hide tanning facility when the facility closed its doors in the late 1980s. Contaminants 
including dioxin, arsenic and cadmium were detected on the site, according to the ATSDR report. 

Trespassers and children who played at the site prior to the building demolition and other EPA 
remediation may have been exposed to hazards by touching contaminated areas, such as building walls, 
or breailnngcohtamniants; according to 1he report. ••,_-.• . . . . .  . 

Exposure assumptions 

Thereport states that because the habits of trespassers cannot be accurately determined, ATSDR 
officials made "certain assumptions" about trespassers in order to evaluate exposure risks. Those 
assumptions include the premise that the age of trespassers was school-age and above, that intermittent 
exposure was occurring at a maximumfrequency of three days a week for between two to five hours per 
day, that exposures to hazards occurred at maximum detected concentrations of those hazards, and that 
the main manner of exposure was through direct contact with contaminants. 

iof.2 9/26/0012:1. 
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The report states that it is unlikely that non-cancer, adverse health effects would occur due to the 
specified exposures. According to the report, exposure to contaminants with a documented link to cancer 
probably caused no significant increased risk of developing cancer because of the exposure. 

However, the report does state that the estimated exposure level for manganese exposure in children 
"slightly exceeded the health guideline." Based on the trespasser assumptions developed by the agency, 
children who played at the site were probably old enough to have avoided ingesting or eating large 
quantities of site soil and are unlikely to suffer adverse health effects, the report said. 

But the report also refers to certain physical hazards at the site, such as the building, the building's 
basement and areas near the river that are considered dangerous due to the potential for falling into the 
river, as current hazards, although they have been rectified by the EPA site remediation. 

An update required 

"They [the ATSDR] need to have up-to-date data, and we will provide that," McVickar said. 

For example, the building has been demolished, guardrails and handrails have been erected near the 
river, and the site where the building stood has been excavated and reseeded, McVickar said. 

Simon explained the discrepancies between the report findings and actual conditions at the tannery. 

"This is one of the difficulties of preparing a document while remediation is going on," she said. "When 
we don't have the most recent data, there is a potential that a document may not state actual conditions. 
At the time this document was written, changes were being made. The primary contaminants have been 
mediated by the EPA." . 

Simon also said that even with the site remediation, the site is no place for children to play. 

"But kids will be kids, and where there's a fence, there's a challenge," she said. 

S i m o  n a l s  o s t r e s s e  d t h a t t h  e r e p o r t  i s a d r a f t d o c u m e n t  . . • » - - • - • • • •  • >:•,-.•.•:•.•. •.-. . 

Updated information will be incorporated into a final report as well as public comments related to the 
draft document, she said. 

Public comment on the assessment will be accepted by the ATSDR until Oct. 16, she said. Comments 
should be in writing and should be mailed to the Chief, Program Evaluation, Records and Information 
Services Branch, Division of Health Assessment and Consultation, ATSDR, MailstopE56,1600 Clifton 
Road, NE, Atlanta, GA 30333! 

© 2000 by MediaNews Group, Inc. and New England Newspapers, Inc 
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Pownal tannery land clean-up should start by end of July 
By IAN ROMBOLETTI 
Staff Writer 

Friday, June 06, 2003 
POWNAL — The clean-up for the town's polluted tannery lands should start in the latter part of next month, an 
environmental official said on Thursday. 

The select board held a meeting with members of the Environmental Protection Agency to discuss progress in 
cleaning the toxic sludge from the former Pownal Tanning Company property. The project could start as early 
as late July, said Dale Weiss, environmental analyst for TRC Companies, Inc. 

"We will be awarding the contracts for the clean up around July 4. The prep work for the clean up should begin 
by the end of the month, and work continue through December - weather permitting," he said. TRC was 
contracted through the EPA to oversee the project. 

The project should be close to completion by July 2004, but minor work will continue up to the deadline of 
Sept. 30, 2004. 

The project's moving forward is crucial to keeping federal dollars involved in the project, said Leslie McVickar, 
EPA spokeswoman. 

"Washington has to believe the project is deserving of the money it will receive," McVickar said. The town's 
waste water treatment facility - which will be located on the tannery lands - helped promote the clean up 
project because, "it is something the town really needs," she said. 

Federal money has paid for 90 percent of the project, while the state has kicked in the remaining 10 percent. 
The current portion of the project will cost $8.7 million, adding to the $15 million already spent to clean up the 

, lands. 

One of the factors holding up the project was getting access to land owned by Guilford Rail Systems, which is 
part of the project. The EPA came to an agreement with the railroad company that was "very reasonable," 
McVickar said. 

The clean-up will consist of moving 30,000 cubic yards of contaminated sludge from lagoons one and five to 
lagoon three. A mixture of other materials will be added to the sludge before it is bu ried, which will remove 
moisture so the sludge doesn't spread after it is buried, Weiss said. 

For more than 50 years, the Pownal Tanning Company operated a cow/sheep hide tanning operation on the 
site. Before 1962, any hazardous waste produced was discharged directly into the Hoosic River. In 1962, at the 
direction of the state, the first lagoons were constructed to hold contaminated sludge, covering 18 acres. In 
1982, a sludge landfill opened on tannery property. 

The lagoons aremow loaded with lead, dioxin, PCB, arsenic and chromium. Exposure to these chemicals has 
been linked to various health hazards, from low sperm count to cancers and heart disorders. 

Io f  l 6/6/03 2:5( 
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POWNAL (AP) — The Environmental Protection Agency 
Weather wants to consolidate the remaining waste at the closed 

Pownal Tannery and entomb it under an impermeable 
Health Quarterly cap, the agency announced on Thursday. 

Classifieds The $8.8 million project will complete the long-term 
Classifieds cleanup of the Superfund toxic waste site. 
Find a Car 
Find a Home "Our cleanup is being done with the community's Mane 
Find a Job interest for the site's future in mind," said EPA 
MoreCi ties/Choices Regional Administrator Robert Vamey. This plan moves us closer to getting Veri 

the property back into active use." 
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The plan, the third and final phase of the cleanup that has already cost $15 
Berkshire Eagle million, will cost $8.8 million. Work is slated to begin next spring. Vermont 
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clean up plan, saying it was good news. 
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"That's a big plus for us," said Select Board Chairman Nelson Brownell. "We Hildene Ca 
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Arts were concerned that it was stalled." Home & H< 
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Once the cleanup project has been completed, the state of Vermont will be Outdoor Li1 

responsible for long-term monitoring and any future work that needs to be 
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An analysis of the contents of 18 lagoons at the site found elevated levels of North Adar 

Site Search: lead, arsenic/ chrofnjum, pehtachlorophenol and dioxin. Vermont U 

L The cleanup began more than a decade ago. Over the years the EPA Lifestyle 
Enter search term, removed 13,000 pounds of contaminated material and left over solvents 

hit enter key and other chemicals. In 2001, a sludge landfill was capped, and the tannery Health & N 
building was demolished. Horoscope: 

Advanced Search Lottery Re: 
The final deanup plan calis for consolidating the remaining sludge into three Soap Open 
of five lagoons, capping the lagoons, restore the bank of the Hoosick River 
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asking (hem to Letters 
police I lie resli 

Iican Town Band. 1 also wsml lo lhank Ihc help pay for lite Not a place to picnic 
Bennington Republican Town Committee day nighi, Ihc P 

The recent slory by Katie Booker, Ban- for sponsoring and supporting our (own for $87 billion i 
ner Aug, 19, under Ihc headjng "Pownal band. pay for il. Acco 
plans a community day" seems to raise 

York Timw Ilia: 
concerns-Kind -questions- abou I--. I his event > This summer (lie (own band gave a 

free concert at ihe Village al1 fillrriofe1 

and its impacl on our community. 
While il is laudable that a committee of 

residents of Pownal are interested in com
munity recreation and Ihc betterment of 
our community, il would appear (hat 
more questions lhan answers are available 
... particularly from a committee of citi
zens without expertise in PCBs and the 
related cancer associated agents of this 
byproduct. 

, The story goes on lo stale (hat the 
event is U> provide the committee with the 
publics ideas on exudations for Ihe sites, 
it will also be used as an open forum to 
discuss (he problem of PCBs in the 
Hoosic River. 

With the ongoing developments in 
Clarendon, what appears to be a cancer 
cluster or high risk area for related cancer 
.diseases, would seem also to be a concern 
for Pownal as il looks to develop recre
ation facilities in and around a Supcrfund 
site. 

We on ly have to look to (he west (GE's 
cleanup of Hudson River) to see Ihe seri
ous problems, the enormous cpits, and • 
health related concerns of dealing! with' 
PCBs, very serious community-^eoncems 
which should not be intertwined with hot
dogs, children and publics expec&hpns... 
how am we have meaningful expectations 
if we do not know the extent of the danger 
that the PCBs would exposfcdur children 
and residents? 

Would sensible people picnic, or 
"recreation" at or near ihe Love Canal? 

(And what's up with the Vermont State 
Department of Health wfjo will be avail
able for questions and; niay-bring some 
informational paperwork! toiJiBtribute? 1 
thought the health departrnent were the 
experts, not/if: local recreatibn citizens 
committee. Should they not be Ihe poinl 
mi this ly|)c of serious public concern? 

When an income survey was requested 
numerous limes al various sewer project 
hearings and meetings,il was discounted 
and not deemed necessary lo ascertain if 
the projects cosl, could be borne by the 
community/ 

I would call upon the powers that be to 
conduct a survey, a survey of heallh+relat-
cd illness arid concerns in the Pownal cor
ridor that'might shed Some significant 
light on haying a recreation area or play
ground in- this area. The community 
should not have to be exposed to unneces
sary health risks at this site or any other 
site in town without knowing Ihe health 
liability firsL 

And what dangers exist in (he nearby 
landfill that also might impact recreation 
in and about these areas? '"'•' ' 

• ,  ; RAYSHIELDS 
Pownal 

Pond, performed as part of Ihe Better 
Benninglon Corporation's "Summer in 
the Park Concert Scries," and performed 
on a float in the Baltic Day Parade. 

During our concert under I he lent, we 
had so many musicians participate (hat 
there was little room on Ihc stage left for 
the conductors! John Dunham performed 
a wonderful saxophone solo on Ihc lliemc 
to "Titanic." Lyndon Moors, our guest 
conductor, has been a great asscl to our 
band. 

At the parade, a mishap in coordina
tion left the band without a truck for its 
float. As the front sections of Ihc parade 
were already moving down Main Street,' 
our fortunes changed by a Benninglon cil-
ixui's great show of community spirit. 
When Scott Sweet, who was all set to ride 
his four-wheeler in Ihe parade, realized 
the band's plight, he volunteered his 
truck, flat bed trailer and himself lo drive 
the truck. Thank you Mr. Sweet! Thanks 
also to the Vcrmonl Veterans Home for 
making your community room available 
for our rehearsals. 

The town band consists of musicians 
from the full spectrum of ages. It was won
derful to walch lecas gelling lo work next 
to professional musicians. 

The Benninglon Republican Town 
Band, is open (o any musician who can 
play at a middle school level or above. 

Our last concert this season will be at 4 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 21 at Ihe Bcnninglon 
Station Restaurant, as part of a celebra
tion of President Calvin Coolidge's visit to 
Benninglon. The afternoon, which is 
sponsored by The Calvin Coolidge 
Memorial Foundation (www.calvin-
coolidge.org), will have many events for 
all ages lo enjoy. 

Al 2 p.m., "Calvin Oxilidgc" will be al 
the Ltcnninglon Monument. Al 4 p.m., a 
historic marker will be placed near Ihe 
Benninglon Station Restaurant, where 
President Coolidge gave his famous "Ver
mont is the Stale I love" speech. "Presi
dent Coolidge" will give his famous 
speech at 5 p.m. 

Student, amateur and professional 
band musicians arc welcome to partici
pate in the Sept 21 concert Please call 
447-7322 or e-mail bcccashepard@mind-
spring.com for more, information. Musi
cians need (o arrive at Ihe Bcnninglon 
Station by 3 p.m. wearing a while 
shirlAilouse and black panLs or.skirt. 
Come and join ihc fun. 

REBECCA SHEPARD 
North Bennington 
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Despite sgnie interested partfes,?Bownail tannervAise is uncertain ~\

add doing limited remediation. AH-dcyel--; The EPA's Lisa Danek says* concern Its condition existing before the tannery. 

hi  h former Pownai TarinW '.opmeot watts further information on """^4s-Ww^-KrTSrveot anyone Danek says thai, as an alternative, the site 
may be one of thefirst lor a new program, 

jajiiafiy deaned up, the future use of large By a division of labor, Vermont b work- The federal government worked Inside the Superfund Accelerated Cleanup 
land holdings and the run-down tectory - ing on pollution outside ihe building. •the building. ~  -_ Model, In which deanup could continue 
sias five lagoons and a landfill - remains - Brian Woods; a hydrqlOflbt for the Agency Mass., was i' ; tea On " 

'•'/"."" of Natural Resources, plans to spend the inseli led/^C; •- •*'• , .
Dwiacs ibe building that snakes EU,, -$360,000 settlement the state reached flowing 

j.with ibe formerly bankrupt company ( h Analyzing' 'patitiaa of;ihe property, John H. Roc, dllundreds of feet along Ihe Hooslc River,: ' capping the former t*wHRri _ perhaps after, . j :  ' ? i f  ; i.t; HI. .-• •"'-'rector of land conservafkxl far the Nature 
trirolr and wateTVe.m tor »  M : P a third cell will] sludge from wr-~?,T tO.aeetae Wnetnef vCDnservancyisaysbih'bplhnisue .. .The 

lidp!ac&tfli?property On the oddsare that a deal wOfannpbce.irtjust indudes rare and endangered plant ipe?B \ »ons , 
' ^ J V ^ ^ r t  f t*wiart*ti-I t*i M•">-*• «faw procest" The deal would include ad f f i H d f t f t t e 

346 that Ihe Vermont Nature. Coriser- Where the company put liquid waste, Is developer bC'thc building site, 
rancy would like to get, wooded land across based in part on Ihelr location within the 'Oireen . Motmialri ~ National Forest, 
be New York border that Uttt .tate's; 100-ycar flood plain of ihe Hooslc River. NYDEC'aod the- Nature Conservancy 
Department ofEnvirontn'enUl Coiiseryistioni' ''The lined laodfiD, which has been certified '; existing before the tannery^.which would pki Up SO acni; -plus tbe New 
irouU tike to acquire and some 900 acres oa.'-'••. for iolld waste, is out of Ihe flood plain. York bodfar resale to Wat stale. 

'*-•• i ' . ' .  . - i ; ' - ' ,  ' ": • 
ihe Vermont tide of the Taconlc Ramje,. . ANR & analyzing material taken from tat-"limited removal action" cbmpfcied last Michael Schrotz of the Forestry Service 
nost of which the VS. Forest Service would-, wells that have been sunk around the . t  u tamer, funded by Superfund. Among says be b watting for the Pcwnat Selectmen 
like U add to-Oreen MquaUSn NaUooal landfill and lagoons to sec If toxic material Ibe 370 waste contaiaers disposed of, one to Invite him back to discussfederal owner-
Forest. ' ." -• b getting Into the groundwater - prelimi- ; SJ-ganbri drdsn of a germicide enaed par- ship of the property, plus 138 acres pri-

Jan Erman, a businessman of Durham, nary Indications are that a.sman amount of :llcular -omccra. Although liquid was re- vately owned just to the south. GMNF 
COWL, is tnieresied bi picking up the boDtf- chromium may be. ;moved from'bulk tanks on ihe ptupuuy, wants support boat tbe community before 

. •a g from the defunct tannery and Its hydro- Conrad Smith, Vermont assistant attor- they may still contain.some ^ wi*fptw«fit« It-moves.
electric system, to generate electricity for ney general for environmental protection, i. Loose asbestos was removed.'1 • Cook, who lays be-spends S 10,000 to 
tenants-io-tw. Averill Cook'of Catamount says that If the property were sold In Its formers checked negative for poryeniori', - S 12,000 a, month oh. electricity for the 
Pellet Fuel Corp., Adams, remains inter- present condition the state might be able to nated biphenyb. Sediment samples wenT" grinders used in making wood pellets, b 
ested, either in developing the site himself strike a deal with the new owner to limit bb taken m the rher, caning up with a variety-^ Interested in tbe hydroelectric site. Re-
or becoming a tenant. v " liability, "depending on tbe benefits," in- e l harmlcst substances. •'-. • garding the dilapidated building with a 

Vermont's Agency of Natural Re- cluding Jobs created. A new owner, how- Now tbe EPA is analyzing findings to residue or contamination, Cook says he 
sources and the federal Environmental ever, "would be ucflkely to get a complete. .decide whether to place toe property on would just as soon raze It and build anew on 
Protection Agency are studying the Site the National Priority Lbt to take the sUe to the site. 
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From: Ken Norris<kdn13@hotmail.com> 
To: pownal@sover.net <pownal@sover.net>; hapsmail@adelphia.net 

<hapsmail@adelphia.net>; brownn@rpi.edu <brownn@rpi.edu> 
Cc: knorris@inlandinc.com <knorris@inlandinc.com> 
Date: Wednesday, September 10,2003 9:42 AM 
Subject: Response to letter in Banner 

/ would like to respond to Mr. Shields' letter printed this morning in the Banner. I plan to send 
this ASAP, today. If you have comments, please direct them to my kdn 13(8)hotmail. com e-mail. 
Ken 

Letter to the Editor 

The members of the Town of Pownal Recreation implementation Committee would like 
to thank Mr. Ray Shields for his comments in a recent Letter to the Editor - they give us a 
perfect opportunity to correct some misconceptions about the committee's plans and the town 
land the committee is working. 

First and foremost, the Pownal tannery mill site and tannery wastewater lagoon areas 
which the committee is dealing with is not - again, is not - the source of the PCB pollution 
problem in the Hoosic River and is not the only place where there is such a problem. The 
source is the old Sprague plants up-river in North Adams, and the entire river- not just the 
area around the Pownal tannery mill site - possesses an elevated risk of PCB exposure. Local 
health agencies warn offish and sediment contamination throughout the river, not just in 
Pownal. The tannery site has its pollution problems, but the majority of it was soil 
contamination which is being dealt with by EPA action. 

Another point to make is that the tannery mill site and the lagoons are only a small part 
of the land the town gained possession of last year and which the committee is now reviewing 
for recreation reuse. There are also more than 800 acres of woodlands, mostly between the 
Hoosic River and the New York border. There is a warehouse and parking lot on Route 346. 
There is more to be considered than the sites the EPA has or is the process of cleaning up. 

Additionally, it is true that the committee does not have "expertise in PCBs and the 
related cancer associated agents," as Mr. Shields says. What we do have, however, are 
concerned citizens who have taken the time to meet with, listen to, apd question federal and 
state officials who do have such expertise. 

The issue of PCB risks in the river is one of the major topics being discussed by the 
committee when it comes to reuse of the area. People use the river now - fishermen, 
canoeists, kids swimming oh hot summer days - so what the committee is considering is how 
the town should use its river access, including how that access might be used to better inform 
people as to the condition of the river. 

Finally, Mr. Shields says he has questions and concerns about the committee's plans 
for the old mill site. But every monthly committee meeting has been posted, every meeting has 
been open to the public, every meeting has seen committee members willing - eager to 
listen to any public questions and concerns. Sadly, however, Mr. Shields and few other citizens 
have attended. 

Up to this point, there have been no decisions made, no final recreation plans 
recommended to the Board of Selectmen for final approval, that is what the committee is 
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slowly but surely doing now. The reason for the Pownal Community Day is not to say 
what will be done, but to inform the public on what could be done and see what they want to be 
done. 

The members of the Pownal Recreation Implementation Committee invite Mr. Shields 
and all Pownal residents interested in the issue to come to the old tannery mill site (state 
Route 346 at Furlong Road) Saturday, Sept. 20, from noon to 3 p.m. At that time and place, 
committee members and state health officials will be present, information will be available to 
the public, and comments and suggestions from the public will be sought. 

Ken Norris 
Chairman, Town of Pownal Recreation Implementation Committee 
Pownal 

Send and receive larger attachments with Hotmail Extra Storage. 
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